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XrPOSTSCRIPT. Latest from Europe. By the 
packet ship North America, which got ashore on the 
night of the 14th near New York, London dates to the 
8th ult. are received—she sailed on the 12th. ! 

Trade is improving—notwithstanding money 1s very 
abundant and to be had oneasier terms. Wheatcom- 
mands a small advance—business in a wholesome State 
at Manchester,—demands for cloths brisk, and at better 
prices. Share market brisk, and prices im roved. 

The French king sustained the formalities usual to 
New Years’ day, admirably. The addresses of the di- 

lymatle corp: and chambers of Peers and deputies, and 
iis replies, are published. French triumphs at Algiers, 
(ike our Florida triumphs) are duly announced. Abdel 
Kader commanded in an affair on the 25th Nov.,in 
which the French had 7 killed and 57 wounded. 

The Syrian negotiations are terminated. The Porte 
yielding, as usual, to “the great powers.” 

Rigut oF searcu. Tne London Morning Herald of 
the 6th Jan. gives the following in its leading columns— 

We have reason to believe that the earl ot Aberdeen 
has distinetly caused it to be made known in the proper 
quarter, that no concession can be given by the British to 
the French government with regard to the obligations 
imposed by the right-of-search treaties of 183] and 1833. 
The noble earl has, we are told, peremptorily declined 
even to negotiate on the subject. 

We have, alsu, reason tu suppose that Russia, Aus- 
tria, and Prussia lave approved of the course taken by 
the British government on this occasion. 

Farther, we understand that the French minister, who 
substantially holds by the international engagements im- 
posed by thuse treaties, proposes to calm the opposition 
likely to be offered in both chambers to the right of search 
by gradually diminishing the nuniber of cruiser licences 
hitherto granted by his goverment. 

Tne British REVENUE for the year 1842 falls £922,630 
below that of 184l1—and for the last quarter it falls 
£940,062 below the corresponding quarter of 1841. ‘The 
deficiency is principally in excise. 
ep ce er em 











FOREIGN ARTICLES. 


FRANCE. 

The French government has just suppressed the 
transit duties on all foreign merchandize. They were 
not heavy, but they obstructed the trade, and were 
nearly absorbed by the cost of collection. The com- 
petition of Belgium and Austria rendered expedient 
the removal of every unavoidable impediment. Ant- 
werp began to supercede Havre—and Trieste, Mar- 
seilles. Between the Mediterranean and the Rhine, 
France enjoys very little transit, owing to the want 
of easy and rapid communications, railroads and ca- 
nals, and to the expensiveness and delays of the pre- 
sent mode of carriage—by roulage. She feels every 
where her backwardness in internal improvement.— 
According to the Moniteur her whole transit trade 
last year amounted in value to two hundred and three 
nillions of francs by sea and land; the merchandise 
for transit from the United States equalled fifteen 
millions, to the United States not less than fifty-two 
millions, larger than the amount for any other coun- 
try. Yousee that our republic has the chief inter- 
est in the suppression of the duties. 

Inventions. A Brussels paper announces the in- 
vention of a machine for making corks, by which a 
Single operative can turn out two hundred thousand 
in the time that twelve hundred required, and with 
@ considerable saving. {[ enclose you in this commu- 
nication an abstract of the proceedings of the Aca- 
demy of Sciences ata recent sitting, which includes 
a description of the printing automaton—a machine 
really wonderful, which accomplishes with some 
manual aid twenty times more thansix workmen can 
doin the same period. It is called the Gerotype, 
from the name of the framer Ger, (Gobert de.)— 
The scientific reporters predict that it will be ‘for 
the intellectual world what steam is for the industri- 
al and the telegraph for the political.” Another re- 
port on it is expected from the academy. French as 
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well as British journalism exults in the success of 
the locofoco or democratic party in your late elec- 
tions. The motive is a confident expectation of the 
earliest repeal of the tariff enacted at the last session 
of Congress. [Paris Cor. of Nat. Int. 


SYRIA. 

The Levant mail brings intelligence to the middle 
of November. The news from Syria is alarming. 
The Sheik Seeble Harien has escaped from the 
hands of the Ottomans, where he was detained on 
political affairs, and gone among the Druses and Ma- 
ronites. ‘This Sheik is one of those who gave lbra- 
him Pacha so much trouble. Omar Pacha is blockad- 
ed up in Der-el-kamar; he has with him 4,000 or 5,000 
regular troops. The Druses and the Maronites took 
possession of several convoys, in which they found 
much provisions, munitions of war, and other things 
for Omar Pacha, the escorts were disarmed and made 
prisoners. 

The chiefs of the Druses sent a petition to the Se- 
raskier Pacha, in which they said they were and al- 
ways wished to be under the Ottoman government, 
but that they would not be governed by any other 
governor than their Emir Bechir, or one of his sons. 

Despatches have reached the French government 
by extraordinary express from Vienna, dated the 
Qist, announeing that aspecial courier had arrived in 
that capital with the important advice from Constan- 
tinople that the porte had consented to the appoint- 
ment of a Christian governor for the Maronite or 
Christian population of Syria, and a Druse governor 
for the Druses. 


AUSTRIA AND THE UNITED STATES. 

There is every reason to believe that a Commer- 
cial treaty will shortly be concluded between the 
Austrian government and the United States of North 
America. The negotiations between Prince Metter- 
nich and the American ambassador, Mr. Jenifer, are 
so far advanced that no doubt can be entertained of 
their speedy conclusion. Upon this the editor of the 
Hamburg Neue Zeitung remarks, that as a treaty 
between North America and Austria has been many 
years existing, the treaty here alluded to must be 
merely a supplementary one. On the other handthe 
negotiations in Berlin for a similar treaty cannot pro- 
ceed very speedily. Mr. Wheaton, who is unques- 
tionably the most able of all the American diploma- 
tists in Europe, has made great eiforts to push the 
business forward, but without much success. 
pendently of other impediments, the lingering and cir- 
cumstantial nature of the proceedings of the Zollve- 
rein tends to retard such negotiations. But the ex- 
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had repulsed an attack from their army, pursued 
Woll to the Medina and thence returned to Bexar 
and disbanded, with the intention, as was understood 
of making preparations to co-operate with the forces 
that were acting under executive order. Captain 
Dawson and his brave. companions, in endeavoring 
to effect a passage into Caldwell’s camp, for the pur- 
pose of sustaining him during his battle, were all 
either slain or captured. Under executive instruc- 
tions of 3d October, Brigadier General Somerville 
was directed to proceed to the southwestern frontier to 
concentrate, organize, and muster into service, such 
volunteers only as were willing to pursue and chas- 
tise the enemy. General S. was authorised to cross 
the Rio Grande should the strength and. condition of 
his force warrant such a movement and also to make 
all necessary requisitions for ordnance, ammunition, 
&c. Major J. C. Hays received authority, in conse- 
quence of the confusion and disordered state of Bex- 
ar county, to declare martial law throughout its 
limits. Delays of communications and the condi- 
tion of the streams have retarded the supplies of beef 
for the army and the movements of the troops to this 
date (12th Nov.) 


The secretary then recommends the establishment 
of a permanent military force on that frontier upon 
economical principles, say a force of four compa- 
nies. The militia remains still without organization 
and such returns, as have been received, are but par- 
tial. The militia law of 18th January, 1841, is worse 
than nothing and ought to be repealed. Galveston 
by the aid of its inhabitants has been put in a more 
proper state of defence. a 


All the naval appropriations of last congress were 4 
plied to fit out the navy to enforce the blockade aggitist 
Mexico, but were insufficient. Immediately theréfor 

on the publication of the proclamation of pre ident 
Houston revoking the blockade, cap. E. W. Mooré'with 
his vessels was ordered to cruise upon the. enemy's 
coast. At last advices from him, the squa fou Wis 
not yet ready for sea. The failure of ¥dcatan ‘to 
comply with her engagement left the squad} nwith- 
out means to be manned and provisioned. “*T"6}- 
tain means from Yucatan, the San Antonio was on 
19th August despatched a second tithé4¢ ‘the dbast of 
Yucatan. It is feared she was lost im the HeHvy gales 
at the latter part of September. Shé‘had been eoni- 








| pletely fitted out at Mobile, withthé'San Bernaka se 
Inde- | The latter was thrown ashore at Galveston? diflitg 
| the gales and her crew have beér isehatrredy oT 

| steam ship Zavala is now a ‘eor@plété “wreck 2! Phe 
os : ei pi bg "lowe 
| secretary concludes his report’ byoealling ‘atenition 
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ample of Austria cannot fail to have a favorable in- | to the claims of the officers of! tind nev for <ér¥ieds 


fluence. [Neue Zeitung. 


TEXAS. 


We have Galveston dates as late as the 4th inst. | 


They afford nothing of importance in addition to the 
following items which were in type for our last, but 
were crowded out. We also have had President Hous- 
tan’s late annual message in type, but cannot find room 
for it this weeks The Texans appear somewhat 
dissatisfied at the inactivity of their president, in 
their present condition. It is likely that even with all 


do what cannot be done. 
[Report of the secretary of war.] 


M. C. Hamilton (acting secretary of war and Ma-| 


rine,) in his report to the president of Texas, dated 
at Washington on 12th November, after saying that 
he entered on the duties of his office on the 3rd Sep- 
tember last, stated that the volunteer forces report- 
ed in the field on the 23d June, stationed at Lipan- 
titlan, under col. Davis on the southwestern frontier 
were attacked on the 7th July by a superior force 
under general Canalis, who was repulsed and fled 
from the country. The volunteers then disbanded 


and dispersed, and the frontier was left with no pro-|,,, 
tecting force but the few spies under captain John } 


C. Hays at post San Antonio. The latter had; sot 
the means to augment his force or keep, them 
equipped and the consequence was a second suprise 
ot San Antonio. General Adrian Woll entered the 
town on September 11 and carried off fifty-three ei- 
tizens of the place prisoners. The news: didenot 
reach Houston for five days, owing to the Jimited faei- 
lities for transmitting information. A requisition was 
then made on the western counties. They-promptly 
responded to the call. The volunteers, having, con- 





centrated, and after colonel M. Caldwell.in advance 
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| CONSULS. ; Phe presidentiof ‘the United States 

(has recognized: Prederith B. Graf; Esq. as: Consul'of 

the Netherlands for the; state‘of:: Maryland and-‘the 
Districtiof Columbia:to reside:at Baltimore, <:: 30: 
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|. NATIONAL INSTITUE. -: Weundorstand that 
Marshal. Soult has: transmittéd from ‘Paris tothe: Ea- 
-atitute seyeralLoumbiers of the: Jouivialide:?’-Brole Poly- 


| technique. ':\This informatiou has bees cofi munidated 
; by Henry: Ledyard, Esq- Charged} Affaires of 'tige 


nited States-at Paris,' wha. 
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Soult to cause the volumes to be presented in his 
name, [.Nutional Intelligencer. | 

CREEK INDIANS EMIGRATING. The stea- 
mer William Gaston touched at Port Leon onthe 27 
ult. on her way to New Orleans with Pascofa’s band 
of Creeks, under charge of lieut. W.S. Henry, 3d 
Infantry. The band numbers fifty-two persons ;22 
warriors, 18 women, and 10 children. This 1s the 
band that has for so long a period infested the settle- 
ments bordering tie Apalachicola, and which, by the 
energy and skilful management of lieut. col. Hitch- 
cock, were induced tocome in. They are on their 
way tothe west, and will embody themselves with 
those already at New Orleans under charge of lieut. 
Britton, 7th Infantry, and will proceed to Arkansas, 

in a short time. 


PRESIDENTIAL. * John C. Calhoun, has been 
nominated for the presidency at two large meetings 
in Mississippi, one of which expressed a preference 
for Levi Woodbury,.and the other for James K. Polk, 
for the vice presidency. 

By the way, Harpers and Brothers, of New York 
have issued the prospectus of a new work to be pub- 
lished cheap, “‘the life of John C. Calhoun.” Price 
$80 for 1009 copies, and so in proportion for a less 
number. 

A printed sheet has made its appearance at Wash- 
ington, preliminary it is stated, to one which the 
writer has in preparation in reply to the pamphlet 
published a short time since, which was attributed to 
Mr. Rhett, of South Carolina, on the subject of a con- 
vention to nominate a candidate for the presidency, 
[inserted on page 358 of this vol.] 

In the sheet just published the writer asserts that 
the Rhett pamphlet was put forth to “disparage Mr. 
Van Buren and push forward the pretensions of the 
nullifier.” He further says. 

“| assert, Ist. That the nuliifier is determined to 
force the democratic party to throw aside all other 
men, and unite on himself. Qdly, If he fails in this, 
he is resolved to divide the party, and march his divi- 
sion over to the federalists. 

The first project will fail. Isay the democratic 
party will never unite on the nullifier, who turned 
against his first benefactor (general Jackson)—-who 
espoused the cause of whiggery, and voted against the 
nomination of Martin Van Buren as minister to Eng- 
land. These sins he has never atoned for, and the 





counter, masts, rigging and sails were wrecked and 











ricane of every description of parliamentary, and a 
full exhibit of tumultuary war, which it had to en- 


strewed around the scene in wild confusion, yet the 
hull was saved and brought gallantly into port un- 
der jury masts—with flags enough flying by which 
to recognize her. 

Though all has not been gained, something has been 
gained towards “retrenching” the expenses and lim- 
iting the duration of future sessions of congress,— 
provided the senate will pass the bill—as we think 
they ought and hope they will do—and provided fur- 
ther, nevertheless, and notwithstanding, that Mr. Ty- 
ler neither vetoes it, nor puts it in his breeches pock- 
et—which, by the way, we don’t believe he would do. 
in this case. These provisoes not obstructing, we say, 
“Bill No. 548,” though not exactly what was wished, 
will effect quite a considerable reduction of expen- 
ses. Qverone half of the charge heretofore made 
for mileage, for instance, 1s cut off at once, and that 
is something worth while. The pay of members and 
officers of congress remains at eight dollars per day, 
but not unless they actually attend.—and only for the 
five first months of each session. If continued be- 
yond that time, their per diem 1s reduced to six dol- 
lars, for the two succeeding months—and if it 1s pro- 
longed beyond that, they get for the balance of the 
time but four dollars per day. 

The pay and emolument of all the civil officers of 
the federal government which are not fixed by the 
constitution, except those in diplomatic service 
abroad,—commissioners of pensions, and such offi- 
cers as do not receive over $1000 per annum, are also 
reduced by the bill;—twenty per cent. for such as re- 
ceive over $3000; and 123 per cent, for those re- 
ceiving between 1000 and 3000. No officer is to re- 
ceive more than $5000. Officers receiving a given 
per centum for services are reduced in like propor- 
tion, except such deputy postmasters as receive less 
than $1000. All fees and contingent expenses of the 
judiciary are reduced 20 per cent.—the pay of offi- 
cers of the army which exceed $1000 per annum, 
and of all officers of the navy, and all allowances for 
supplies, forage, commutation, &c., with certain ex- 
ceptions, are reduced 20 per cent. The bill also 
abolishes the offices of solicitor and recorder of the 
general land office. 





FINANCES. There is certainly a singular dis- 
crepency between the president’s message inserted 





democracy will never confirm the disgrace he put 
upon it.” 

COL. RICHARD M. JOHNSON. In reply toa 
communication addressed to him by a committee ap- 
pointed at a meeting of the citizens of Bradford coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, on the 6th of December Jast, nom- 
inating him asa candidate for the presidency, Col. 
Johnson, expresses his acceptance of the nomination 
in the following manner:—‘Placing myself in the 
hands of my fellow citizens, | shall endeavor to con- 
firm and to increase that confidence which they have 
so generously expressed in relation to my services in 
the councils of our nation and in the tented field.” 





THE DEBTS OF THE STATES. A spirited 
debate it will be seen, occurred this week, both in 
the senate and house of representatives, upon this 
subject. The topic will no doubt occupy a large por- 
tion of the residue of the session. The report of the 
majority and of the minority of the committee on 
ways and means of the house, both of them adverse 
to William Cost Johnson’s project, will be found in 
this number. The special committee of which that 
gentleman is chairman, and to which his project was 
referred, have not yet reported. We had some of 
our own notions on thissubject in type, intended as a 
sequel to the article in our last upon ‘American cre- 
dit,” butdefer them to give room to the debates and 
reports alluded to. 


RETRENCHMENT. Retrenchment is the order 
of the day, and the American people are very apt to 
carry the popular impulse, whatever it be, into legis- 
lative enactinents,—even though it goes sometimes 
sadly against the grain of the legislators. ‘*Arnold 
forever!”’—would be a curious shout for Americans 
to raise,—yet that name was once amongst the most 
popular, as he who wore it was certainly amongst the 
most daring of our commanders;—but so deservedly 
was he afterwards designated as “the traitor’”— 
that the cognomen remained below par, until by the 
achievement of another who now wears it with dis- 
tinguished honor as having carried “Bill No. 548” 
through the ‘house of representatives, the appella- 
tion stands at Jeast partially redeemed in public esti- 
mation. Wedo not say he carried the bill, triumph- 
antly, through the house,—for as passed, it was far 
from being the bill originally proposed by Mr. Ar- 
nold—or as amended by the committee. 





in this number, and the statements of the officer at 
the head of the financial bureau, in relation to the 
adequacy of the resources of the treasury for the 
current year. ‘The latter, at least prior and up to the 
date of the message, gave every assurance that the 


pee) 


al duties exceedingly unwise at the present moment, 

because whatever revision experience may demon- 

strate to be necessary in the provisions of the tariff 
act, when fairly tested, certainly no one can pre- 

tend that the time elapsed has yet furnished us with 

any data that ought to be relied upon whereby 

to form a correct judgment of the ultimate re- 

ceipts under that act, when it comes to be recognis- 

ed as the settled policy of the country, and the bu- 

siness and credit of the country revive from its 
present unnatural depression. To take the first 
quarter’s receipts under an entire new tariff,—as a 

criterion of future receipts, every one must admit, 
would be preposterous. To make a radical change 
in the Jaw intended to be permanent, upon such 

hasty data,—we should suppose would strike every 
man as being improper. 

Meantime there cannot be, and is not any where, 
the slightest apprebension now that the same resort 
which has been adequate to meet deficiencies of a 

much larger amount for a number of years past, 
would not be adequate to sustain the credit of the 
treasury, even inthe contingency apprehended, of 
any deficiency actually occurring within the ensu- 
ing fiscal year. 

One other reason;—certainly if there ever was a 
time when the people of this country should be spar- 
ed from additional exactions, that time is now upon 
us. At least let further wants be more than suspect- 
ed—let them be probable, before resorting to addition- 
al duties. 
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ARMY. 
Gen. Woo1, commander of the 5th military de- 
partment arrived at New York on the 9th inst. 


A NEW MiLiTary post,has been ordered at the 
junction of Racoon creek. with Des Moines river. 
The 1st dragoons, capt. Allen, and the Ist infantry, 
are to garrison it. 

The Sac and Fox agency is vacated. 

The board organized last year, consisting of briga- 
dier general W. K. Armstead, and col. S. H. Long, 
and surgeon general Lawson, charged with the task 
of making a reconnoisance for a scite for a western 
armory, have performed that duty, made their report 
to the secretary of war, and are discharged. 





THE NAVY. 

Commopore Isaac Hutt, of the U. S. navy, died 
at Philadelphia on Monday morning last, in the 68th 
year of his age, after a long illness apparently result- 
ing from general debility and the infirmities of age. 

Tho third in grade, Commodores Barron and Stew- 
art being his seniors in commission, no officer of the 
American navy ranked higher in the estimation of 





requisite means were secured—at the very utmost, 
all that would be required in addition was authority 
to reissue such treasury notes as might be brought 
in. ‘The president in his message, aud Mr. Wiss, of 
tie house, who is recognised as in the confidence of 
the administration, both strenuously insist upon im- 
mediate additional revenue being voted by congress, 


the latter in debate,—an extra session will be called, 
with a view of remedying the omission. 


deemed it to be his duty to assume this attitude to- 
wards congress. ‘That there is every disposition in 
congress to provide ample means to meet the current 
demands, we believe very few will doubt—even the 
president himself, we are confident will not ques- 
tion that. His object, if we rightly interpret the 
language of his message, is to induce congress to pro- 
vide some more permanent dependence than a recur- 
rence to loans or the issue of treasury notes; that 
is, to levy additional duties—upon tea and coffee, for 
instance. Though he has avoided making that sug- 
gestion in direct terms,—we presume that is exactly 
what he means. 

Now with all due deference to such high authority, 
we are amongst those who would exceedingly regret 
a resort at this time to such a measure—because we 
believe that it 1s not, and hope it will not be required 
by any exigence of the government—nay, we are 
sure it will not, provided the government will take 
the proper method of rendering the revenue under ex- 
isting Jaws, ample for the wants of the government, 
economically administered, as ét ought to be. We 
object to additional duties at this time, because we 
firmly believe, if additional duties are now levied, 
no matter to what amount, all hope of retrenchment 
to that amount at least—indeed to any amount what- 
ever, will at once be abandoned. We well know 
that governments seldom refrain from expending as 
much money as they can contrive to get out of the 
people. Necessity alone is to be depended upon, 
either as a limit for expenditures or as a lever where- 
with to accomplish retrenchment measures. 

Again—If retrenchment motives were out of the 





In the hur- | question, we should still deem the resort to addition- 


We regret unfeignedly, that the president has | 


his countrymen, or had done more to elevate the 
| character of the profession. A seaman by education, 
/no one understood the duties better or performed 
‘them more gallantly. 


Com. Hull was a native of Connecticut, where he 
married and spent most of his time when off of daty. 


or,—at least so much is implied by the language of | During the revolutionary war when but a boy, he 


went on board a prize taken by his father from the 
British who were then in possession of New York.— 
Prior to entering the navy, he made two voyages to 
| England, one to Rotterdam, one to Ireland, two to 
Cadiz, and ten to the West Indies. 

On the 9th of March, 1798, he received a commis- 
sion as a lieutenant in the navy. 

During the war with France which ensued whilst 
serving as first lieutenant on board the Constitution, 
commodore Talbot, in May, 1800, with a small sloop 
he succeeded in cutting outa French letter of marque 
from Port Platte, (St. Domingo) at noon day, and 
without the loss of a man. 


During the war with Tripoli in 1804, he command- 
ed the brig Argus, attached to Com. Preble’s squad- 
ron, and was detached to assist Genera! Eaton, then 
advancing in conjunction with the ex-bashaw at the 
head of an army against the city of Tripoli. This 
service he performed with signal ability—supplie 
the army with provisions—reinforced them with @ 
party of marines—and stormed and captured a fort 
which had impeded their progress. 

On the 23d April, 1806, his commission as eaptain 
is dated; one day after the date of Com. Stewart’s. 

At the commencement of the war with Great Bri- 
tain, in 1812, Commodore Hull was in command 0 
the Constitution frigate—* Old Ironsides”—then lay1ng 
in Annapolis harbor, from which we well agree 
the anxiety on his departure. He was then in the 
prime of life, with all the manly energies of — 
and body which are requisite for a good naval office : 
What could be done with the force under his yaar 
mand, we were confident would be done—and a 
done—but the odds were apparently greatly = parr 
the chances of his success. Commodore Broke w! - 
a British squadron, was just off the coast—perhaps & 
the mouth of the Chesapeake. 
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The British squadron discovered him soon after 
leaving the Capes. The skill of an officer was never 
more conspicuous than that displayed by Hull in 
evading the superior force which then threatened, 
and for a Jong time chased him. Expedients altoge- 
ther new to the enemy, enabled him to avoid a hope- 
Jess contest, and cheated them of their prize. 


An opportunity to prove his bravery to be equal to 
his skill, soon after occurred, when he fell in with 
one of the ships of the squadron that had been in the 
chase. It was then that the first of the signal naval 
achievements of the late American contest with Bri- 
tain, was won, and by Commodore Hull. Their crack 
frigate, and their crack commander too, Dacres, was 
compelled to strike the flag of the Guerriere to the 
frigate Constitution, and the spell of British supre- 
macy at sea, was gone forever. 


The exultation of all Americans at the news of this 
capture may be recalled by those who partook in the 
suspense and excitements ofthe time. Its moral ef- 
fect was great in this country and in England; and we 
cannot forget the detail once given us by a British 
naval officer who was present at a table with some 
70 or 80 others at Plymouth when the news was com- 
municated to them. The storm of fury, the broken 
glasses, curses, imprecations, and tossing chairs were 
but the evidences that British pride was indelibly 
touched, and in the fury of rage all physical diges- 
tion was atan end. The perfect tempest there, was 
but a picture of what presented itself at many a ho- 
tel and table, crossway and public place of the Bri- 
tish isles. 


Commodore Hull was commander of our naval 
forces in the Pacific in 1824,5, and 6. He after- 
wards commanded the Mediterranean squadron, in the 
Ohio 74—since which he has been in command of 
the navy yards at Boston and Washington. 


But the details of the services of such a man as 
Isaac Hull, belong to the history of his country. 
Our task to-day is but to record the termination of 
those services—terminated only with his life—and to 
add, the last consolation that his countrymen can have 
at the deprivation. He had fulfilled his duty as an 
American naval officer—as a man—as a Christian. 
His last moments evincing that confidence which can 
alone result from a consciousness of having acted 
well his part, eventful as that part was, in this state 
of being. 

Every demonstration of respect to the memory of 
the deceased, by public authorities, by communities, 
and, whenever in their power, by private citizens, 
has been spontaneously evinced. ‘The secretary of 
the navy, in general orders, directed the usual insig- 
nia of mourning from his late associates in arms; the 
legislatures of the states now in session join in the 
public expression of sympathy—the mourning minute 
gun resounds in every direction, and thousands of 
flags, of that flag which Isaac Hull so signally aided 
in elevating to the skies, now wave half-mast over 
every fortress, spire, and keel of this vast republic, 
telling that Isaac Hull the commander of ‘Old Iron- 
sides” is no longer amongst us. 





OFFICIAL—NAVAL GENERAL ORDER. 
Navy Department, Feb. 15th 1843. 
Asa mark of respect to the memory of commodore 
Isaac Hull, a distinguished officer of the United States 
navy, who died in Philadelphia on the 13th instant, 
the flags of the navy yards, stations, and vessels of the 
United States navy, will be hoisted at half-mast, and 
thirteen minute guns fired at noon on the day after 
the receipt of this order. 
Officers of the navy and marine corps will wear 
crape on the left arm for thirty days. 
A. P. UPSHUR. 


THE SOMERS—OPINION OF THE COURT OF INQUIRY. 
United States ship North Carolina, Jan. 20, 1843. 

Present, commodore Charles Stewart, commodore 
Jacob Jones, commodore Alexander J. Dallas, and 
Ogden Hoffman, judge advocate. 

The court, after due deliberation, resolve to report 
the facts and circumstances of the case submitted to 
them, and to deliver their opinion upon the facts as 
follows: 

In the execution of the order of the honorable se- 
cretary of the navy, the court, with the exception of 
ten of the crew, who are in confinement, examined 
every officer, seaman, and apprentice belonging to 
the United States brig Somers in her late cruise, and 
Unanimously report the following facts, as proved to 
the satisfaction of the court by the testimony, the re- 
cord of which they have the honor herewith to submit. 
That on the 27th November, 1842, in latitude 13 
24 16, and longitude 41 24 45, commander Macken- 
zie discovered that a mutiny had been organized on 
board the brig Somers. 

The court further finds that such mutiny did exist, 
and that midshipman Philip Spencer, boatswain’s 
mate Samuel Cromwell, and seaman Elisha Small, 








were ringleaders in it, and that others of the crew had 
knowledge of its existence and participated in its guilt. 

That on the 27th of November midshipman Spen- 
cer was arrested and confined in irons; that on the 
subsequent day boatswain’s mate Cromwell and sea- 
man Small were also confined in irons; and, at the 
time they were so confined, it was the intention of 
commander Mackenzie to bring them to the United 
States to be tried by the laws of their country, and 
that to effect this desired object commander Macken- 
zie adopted every measure that a brave, prudent, and 
skilful officer could adopt. That during the confine- 
ment of the prisoners, sullenness, discontent, inatten- 
tion to duty, disobedience to orders, often, as seamen 
know, and naval records prove, the sole precursors 
to open acts of violence and blood, were manifested 
by the crew, and justly excited the belief in the com- 
mander and the officers that an attempt would be 
made to rescue the prisoners and take the brig from 
those to whom she had been entrusted by the gov- 
ernment. 

The court further find that there was no place on 
board the brig which would have given greater assu- 
rance of protecting the prisoners from a rescue than 
the quarter deck, on which they were confined. 

That commander Mackenzie, in the responsible 
situation in which he was placed, sought, as it was 
his duty to do, the advice and council] of his offi- 
cers, and that the unanimous advice and opinion of 
those officers, after an examinution of some of the 
crew, and careful deliberation, was that the safety of 
the brig Somers depended upon’ the immediate execu- 
tion of midshipman Spencer, boatswain’s mate Crom- 
well, and seaman Small. 

That commander Mackenzie, in pursuance of the 
advice of his officers, and in obedience to the dictates 
of his own judgment, did execute, by hanging, mid- 
shipman Spencer, boatswain’s mate Cromwell, and 
seaman Small. 

That such execution took place on the Ist of De- 
cember, 1842, in latitude 17 degrees 34 minutes 28 
seconds, and longitude 41 degrees 24 minutes 45 se- 
conds; and that the brig at the time of the execution, 
was, by the log, distant from St. Thomas, five hun- 
dred and twenty-five and a half miles, at which place 
she arrived on the 5th December, 1842. 

The court further find that the conduct of comman- 
der Mackenzie had been kind to his crew, attentive 
to their wants and their comforts; that he was stu- 
dious to promote their knowledge of their profession, 
and that no punishments were inflicted greater than 
were rendered necessary by the discordant nature of 
the crew and the proper discipline of a man of war. 

The court further find that the conduct of com- 
mander Mackenzie, lieutenant Gansevoort, and the 
officers of the brig, was, during the trying scenes 
through which they passed, collected, calm, and 
brave, and justified the confidence reposed in them by 
their country, 


Opinion. The court are, therefore of opinion— 

That a mntiny had been organized on board the 
United States brig Somers to murder the officers and 
take possession of the brig. 

That midshipman Philip Spencer, boatswain’s mate 
Samuel Cromwell, and seaman Elisha Small were 
concerned in and guilty of such mutiny. 

That, had not the execution taken place, an attempt 
would have been made to release the prisoners, mur- 
der the officers, and take command of the brig. 

That such attempt, had it been made in the night, 
or during a squall, would in the judgment of the 
court, from the number and character of the crew, 
the small size of the brig, and the daily decreasing 
physical strength of the officers, occasioned by almost 
constant watching and broken slumbers, have been 
successful. 

That commander Mackenzie, under these circum- 
des, was not bound to risk the safety of his vessel, 
and jeopard the lives of the young officers and the 
loyal of his crew, in order to secure to the guilty the 
forms of trial, and that the immediate execution of 
the prisoners was demanded by duty and justified by 
necessity. 

The court are further of opinion, that throughout 
all these painful occurrences, so well calculated to 
disturb the judgment and try the energy of the 
bravest and most experienced officer, the conduct of 
commander Mackenzie and his officers was prudent, 
calm, and firm, and that he and they honorably per- 
formed their duty to the service and their country. 

CHARLES STEWART, 
President of the court. 
OGDEN HOFFMAN, 
Judge Advocate. 

U. S. sria Dotpxut. This vessel, it will be re- 
membered sailed on the Ist ult., from Pensacola for 
Campeachy, for the protection of American proper- 
ty in that quarter. We have been favored with the 
perusal of a letter dated on board, the 25th Jan., on 
her arrival off Vera Cruz, in which it is stated that 





the commander-in-chief of the Mexican squadron re- 
fused her commander any communication with the 
American consul at Campeachy, and that in conse- 
quence he had proceeded to the above Pace in order 
to obtain from our minister, general Thompson, at 
Mexico, his instructions whether at all hazards tofat- 
tempt a communication with the consul or whether 
he should return with the vessel under his command 
to Pensacola. Charleston Mer. 13th inst. 

Stephens’ splendid yacht On-ka-hy-e, capt. Briggs, 
from N. York, arrived at Norfolk on Monday morn- 
ing, in a very crippled condition. She encountered 
a severe gale on the 6th instant, which carried away 
both her masts, with all the sails and rigging attach- 
ed. ‘The On-ka-hy-e has been purchased by the U. 
S. government for the navy, and is under command 
of Lieut. W. C. Whittle, as a despatch boat. She 
was towed up to the navy yard. 


Tue U.S. sup InpePENpDENCcE, Capt. Stringham, 
flag ship of the home squadron, sailed from N. York 
on 8th inst. 

The U.S. ship Erie, J. T. Manning commander, 
sailed from Boston on the 7th inst. for the Pacific 
Ocean, via Rio Janerio. She had on board as pas- 
sengers E. R. Dorr, esq. U. S. Consul at Valparaiso; 
Mr. Petrich (sculptor) and son, for Rio Janeiro. 

The Porpoise, Lieut. com. A. Lewis, is at the navy 
yard, N. York, now ready for sea. 

Estimates. ‘The cost of the armament of a ship 
of the line of 90 guns, is estimated by the navy de- 
partment at $81,500. The estimated cost of the ar- 
mament of a frigate of the first class, $42,900; that 
of a sloop of war $18,700; of a brig of war $5,200; 
and of aschooner $4,500. These estimates include 
‘nothing more than the complement of guns and car- 
| riages, shot, shell and powder, with the muskets, 
pistols, pikes, cutlasses, &c. First class ships of the 
line will hereafter carry 8 inch Paixhan guns of 63 
ewt; and frigates four of the same calibre. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

Srate prison. The warden of the state prison 
of Massachusetts, in his annual report to the gover- 
nor, states that the whole number of convicts in the 
prison in October Ist, 1841, was 331, and there were 
85 prisoners received during the year ending Sept. 
30th, 1842, making a total of 416. During the same 
period 127 prisoners were discharged, and 2 died.— 
The whole amount of expenditure for the year, was 
$34,228 86, and receipts for the same period $35,- 
160 22, which leaves an apparent balance in favor 
of the institution of $931 36, but by the failure of 
the Phoenix Bank in which the institution had on de- 
| posit $11,900 31, and also on hand its bill for $735, 
| it is thrown into serious difficulties which will, it is 
probable, render itnecessary to ask for legislative 
aid. 

Paurerism. Areport on this subject has been 
made to the legislature of Massachusetts, by the se- 
cretary of the commonwealth, from which the fol- 
lowing facts appear. ‘The number of persons re- 
lieved throughout the state during the year ending 
on the Ist of November, 1842, was 13,688, making 
one pauper toevery 54 inhabitants. Of this number 
5251 are state paupers, or persons having no legal 
settlement in any town inthe state, and 2805 of them 
are foreigners, of whom 2,302 are from Great Britain 
or Ireland. ‘lhe number of paupers having legal 
settlements in towns of the commonwealth is 8521. 
The number relieved in Boston was 3351, of whom 
2383 have no legal settlement in the state, and 1365 
were foreigners. There are 181 alms-houses in the 
state, with 17,811 acres of land attached—estimated 
value of both $900,281. The number of persons 
relieved in the alms-houses in the course of the 
year, was 6594, and the average number supported 
through the year, 3968—the average weekly cost of 
their support being 83 cents. The average weekly 
cost in the Boston alms-house was 98cts. The Boston 
alms-house establishment, including 42 acresof land, 
is valued at $100,000. The value of labor performed 
in the alms-houses was $26,509. 

The number of insane persons received or suppor- 
ted at public charge is 540; and of idiots, 338. The 
number of persons supposed.to have been reduced to 
pauperism by intemperence in themselves or others, 
7154. The number of foreign paupers which came 
into the commonwealth within the year, 445. 

The aggregate amount of expense in supporting 
and relieving paupers, including interest on alms- 
house establishments was $306,070, of which 40,997 
was paid by the commonwealth for the support of 
state paupers. It — that since 1837, there has 
been considerable reduction in the number of paapers 
and in the expense of supporting them. 

Raitroaps. The following statement shows the 
extent and cost of the four railroads ia Masschusetts 
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which lead from the city of Boston and gave support; The $10,000 rg sta sdeware by the testator for the 


to the business of that city, and with the income and | 
expenses of each during the year 1842. The state-' 
ment of cost includes, in addition to the expenses ‘of 
construction of road, with the sums paid for lands 
and damages, the eost of buildings, engines, carriages, 
and all other appurtenances. The amount of capi- 
tal stock paid in is $8,334,000; in addition to which 
the ene railroad has a loan of $500,000 on ‘state 
stock. 





Length. Cost. 
Boston and Worcester, double 
track. 45 miles $2,764,396 
Boston and Lowell, double 
track 26 miles 1,978,285 
Boston and Providence, single 
track 42 miles 1,892,431 
Eastern, in Mass. and N. H., 
single track 53 miles 2,699,417 
Total 166 $9,334,530 


The receipts from transportation of passengers, 
merchandize and mail, with the current expenses, 
including interest on Joan and net income in the year 
1842, were as follows: 

Nett 
Receipts. Expenses. Income. 
$349,206 $168,509 $180,697 

236,469 112,824 123,643 

278,310 131.012 147,298 

269,168 144,039 125,129 


Boston & Worcester, 
Boston & Providence, 
Boston & Lowell, 
Eastern, 





$1,133,151 $556,384 $570,767 
The above income gives an average profit for the 
year of 6 9-10 per cent. 


NEW YORK. 

Historica, Sociery. The'hon. Albert Gallatin, 
was recently elected president of the New York 
Historical Society, vice the hon. Peter Augustus Jay, 
who deciined a re-election. William Beach Law- 
rence, esq. and the Rev. Dr. De Witt, were re-elec- 
ied vice presidents; Frederick De Peyster, esq. cor- 
responding secretary; John Jay, esq. recording secre- 
tary; George Gibbs, esq. librarian; and the Rev. Cy- 
rus Mason, D. D. treasurer. The meeting was well 
attended, and the address of the Rev. Dr. Baird, on 
the character of the twenty reigning sovereigns of 
Europe, was not only instructive, but full of interest. 





NEW JERSEY. 
Banks. Jn the New Jersey legislature Dr. Con- 
ant of Newark, has introduced into the house, “A 
ill to repeal the charters of certain banks there- 
innamed.” The following are the charters:— 
The Franklin Bank of N. J. passed 28th Dec. 1824 
‘¢ Monmonth Bank, a “f “ 


“© Weehawk Banking Co. » “ se 

Mechanics’ Bank of Pa- ‘i :, 
{erson, 28th Feb. 1832 | 

‘Belleville Bank, ‘“ = 26th Feb. 1834 


A supplement to the act 
incorporating the Del. R. " 


7th Feb. 1837 
R. Com. 


ae ee ont te ala t-te 


purchase of fuel for poor housekeepers, is invested 
in Se’ 1yikill Navigation company loan, and is worth 
but al out $5,600, though it yielded, during the year, 
$455. 

Th: -tocks and loans comprising the residuary fund, 
the par of which amounts to $525,655, would not 
now command in the market 50 per cent. of that sum, 
and during the year paid nothing. 

The amount of receipts intu the treasury during 





$245,275 92 

















The Citizens’ and Mechan- “ O4th Feb. 1837 


ics’ Bank of Elizabeth, 


The Bank of N. Jersey, “© 24th Feb 1837 
‘Bank of Plainfield a Ist Mar. 1837 | 
‘¢ Hamburg Bank «9th Mar. 1837 | 
“Bergen Port Co. ‘¢  Tth Mar. 1837 


Many of these companies have never gone into 
operation and the remainder have failed after having 
commenced business. 

The following table will show the principal items 
of the statements of all the banks in New Jersey— 

14 E. Jersey 12 W. Jersey Total. 





banks. banks. 
Capital, 2,418,395 1,251,555 3,669,950 
Circulation, 631,012 448.467 1,079,479 
Deposites, 498,285 313,575 811,860 
Due banks, 106,226 41,283 147,509 
Discounts, 2,948,339 1,297,894 4,246,293 
Specie, 254,216 198732 452,948 
Bank notes, &c. 414,275 216,267 630,512 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


Tue Girarp Fun. In compliance with the will 
of Stephen Girard,the treasurer of the trust bequeath- 
ed the city, has made his annual exhibit. Of the two 
millions appropriated to the construction and main- 


tenance of the Girard college, $631,898 has been ex- | - 


pended—the unexpended balance of this fund ($1,- 
363,006) is in the United States Bank shares, and 
state and city stock, the market value of which does 
not exceed $675,000. 

The $500,000 appropriated for the improvement of 
the eastern front of the city, is invested in various 
stocks, the value of which has shrunk to about one- 
halfof their value, and during the year yielded but 
$22,911. 






























































AN ABSTRACT FROM THE REPORT OE THE CANAL com- | The following table will speak for itself: 
MISSIONERS, FOR 1843. Statistics of Galena. 
<r ae tae In 1826 were 20 log cabins. Population 150 
See Ses, F SERS 1828 do 100 houses, do 800 
- £8 $ o e2bK = ae re 1830 do 150 do do 90) 
> So a8 RS gu ~ g2t } do ( ) do 1500 
ees&3 83% 3 wae 1839 do 500 do do 1800 
oe 6 le AR. lees hae SS2] 2 1841 do 650 do do 2240 
2 es = =¥ 03 2. o @ @=e.5| § Arrivals and departures of steamboats. 
eeice meg F GES] B [in 1835 153 
- £e Mo gr lias” 7 eS. el © 18 182 @ 
esess 88 8 & ie | ae 1837 350 
f¢msia ~*~ & © oe |) y mate 
S83 of % § = 8] 1838. 308 
278 E 9 =o S s| 2 1839 Uncommon low stage of water 275 
ceegts FL 8 § e| g | iea0 00 
sgsos She ° =| me ; 
se. 5 ss © . Lead shipped. 
B@85¢5 wS 8 In 1835 11,000,000 of Ibs. 
SRE SS = . 1836 13,000,000 do 
2. 2a ae 1837 15,000,000 do 
3 ok ir A 1838 14,000,000 do 
ees 5 ee} 1839 15,000,000 do 
“felgze  ¢lgauelf22 | teu sof) 

Om! SOD 2) oerei= es 3U, OUI 0 

® shy | ee " | ages yp Ae | From this statement it will be seen that for the § 

ig __|_ 22. | year 1841, the amount of lead shipped was 30,000,000 

’ _pounds. What the amount of other exports were, |s 
| os pn @ | | 3 | not given. The amount of imports during the same 
= uf 3) 823 / o Steel. = year is calculated at $1,300,000. ' 

r Deeg | SRISS wah oto The returns for 1842, show that this section of our 
| 2 e322 | S3|% BES = common country is improving. Heretofore it has 
| 3 C= S 0) oe] aang & been dependent for bread stuffs upon other portions 
| a 7 To | ~ 2] BOM - = | of the west; now it raises more than enough to meet 

= yt =Sz|5 | its own wants. In addition to the lead, the Jumber 

cae | 5 =| | trade has grown in importance. Three million feet 

3 @ S i 53 tm of lumber, and near two millions of shingles, have 

= cas =| SSREF _ Bz | been delivered at Galena during the past year. The 

= weg oi sssei &- ; arrivals of steam and keel boats for 1842, or rather 

a. pvbes 7b: eS =| | up to the Gih November, are thus stated: | 

=. ss= $/SSxq5| 2s c Arrivals from St. Louis 199 

a ls Keels towed by steamers 160 
53 ZS+\2| These keels transported 240,000 pigs of lead, say 
| : 3 52/2 | 1,500 each. The whole amount of the pigs of lead ship- 

pt iP Bl. | * =: 5] 6 | ped from different points on the Mississipi, and al 

» £182 BB] SiSLles ~|™ | ing at Galena, with those shipped from that place dy 

x wo] co >| de SI5'o = 2 | the price, up to the 16th Nov. 1842, are as follows: | 

2 S | $+ ne pbs: bie 26 =|* Pigs of lead 49°34 

Seles B/BARR TIE] Qremey cep 100lbe as Sa 

- eS iH ty 
“| | Value of bar lead shipped $2,000 00 
&| ” In addition to the above, shot and about 25,000 Pe: 
SS 32 & S of lead have been sent via the Lakes. This. adde 
| 2 | cael te s would make the product of Upper Mississipp!: Ibs 
ee S From Galena, pigs of lead 447,903 $1,360,217 t 
2) e}2 we Via lakes 25.000 1,152.0 of 
ppneien we — |In small bar lead 840 58,90 
Note. ‘The expenditures, receipts, and net profits of a 
the A‘legheny Portage railroad, are given for_the year Total 473,743 33,169,010 
commencing December Ist, 1841, and ending Nov. 30th} pe population of Galena is 3,000 souls. ‘ 
Is4v. vr Toucu times. The Springfield correspondent 
* Less the expenses of the quarter cominencing Dec. | the St. Louis Republican writes, under date » 
Ist, 1841, and ending Feb. 28th, 1842. / 11th instant: 








the year past, from all sources, is $245 275. The 
expenditures were as follows: 
To cash paid for completing houses on 

the square $23,125 00 
For the Girard College 76,600 42 
City police 6,945 00 
Incidental expenses 1,899 | 
Lands out of the county 3,100 73 
Repairs, real estate, and materials 14,173 01 
Fuel for poor white housekeepers and 

poor roomkeepers 453 £8 
Taxes and water rents 9.283 &7 
New paving 6,000 00 
Repaving 9,000 00 
Erecting lamp-posts, !amps, &c. 4,000 00 
New culverts 3,300 00 
Improvements of public squares 2,000 00 
Delaware avenue 25,903 32 
Widening Water street 6,680 55 
Annuities 3,100 00 
Salaries 3,850 00 
For the use of the trustees of Girard 

College 598 65 
Ballance in the treasury 34,562 66 
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Aums-Mouse OF PHILADELPHIA CITY AND county 
A correspondent of the U.S. Gazette states that th. 
Blockley alms-house ou the borders of the Schuyl- 
kill, with 187 acres of Jend ecst the city anc count 
$1,181,996 53, the interest of which is $70,919 iP 
The poor tax assessed for 1842, is $184,094 16, being 
at the rate of $700 for each day in the year, and 
$3 17 per week for each pauper. “Ii other cities pay 
in proportion” says the writer ‘it is sufficient to hire 
all the beggars of Europe to come over: to America 
and partake of the hospitalities of the United States » 

The average number of paupers is 1546, equal to 
193 families of 8 persons each, so that each pauper’s 
family occupies a mansion and grounds that cost and 
‘would now sell for more than $9,000, a style of 

splendor and extravagance far beyond that indulged 
in by a large majority of the tax payers. 


PuirapetprHia Gas Works. The annual report 
_of the trustees, states, that no material progress has 
been made during the past year, the supply beine 
now quite equal to the demand. P 
"ne tine of street meairs have been extended 2: 
mises—total Jength 35: miles. ? 
The number of burners now in use is 27,240 pri- 
vate, and 778 public—total 28,018 . 
Quantity of gas consumed during the year 50,81]. 
| 000 cubic feet; this has been produced by the carbon- 
ization of 187,147 bushels of coal, and 500 barrels of 








bushels of lime were used in purifying the gas. 


The amount of cash receipts during 1842 $169,643 86 
“ " payments 164,322 8] 
Cash balance on hand 29,278 84 


ILLINOIS. 
GaLena Leap TrRapE. The mayor of Zalena 
| has furnished the statistics of its trade and commerce, 

















rosin. Fuel used 165,175 bushels coke; and 56,536 | 
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‘id he secretary of state appeared within the bar of 
the house, and read to that body a communication 
from tne & 


immed! ia . 
oie of the state. He afirmed that, for the want of 


means it was with the utmost difficulty that neces- 
sary supplies could be procured for the two branches 
of the legislature, and when they were, it was at most 
exorbitant prices. Wood, which he stated could be 

urchased for one dollar and seventy-five cents cash; 
the state now had to pay three dollars and a half for, 
candles, which for money could be procured at thir- 
ty-seven cents per pound, now cost the state one dol- 
jar, and other things in the same proportion: all aris- 
ing from the fact that there was nothing but auditor’s 
warrants topay them with. He also stated that it 
was with the utmost difficulty that money enough 
could be procured to pay the postage on letters ad- 
dressed to the executive department, and entreated 
that some action might be had im regard to the finan- 
ces of the state at once.” 


A rvuaitive pecis1on. The Mormon Prophet, Joseph 
Smith who had been demanded by a requisition from 
the governor of Missouri, upon the governor of Illi- 
nois as a fugitive from justice, on a charge of abetting 
the attempt to murder ex-governor Boggs, of the 
former state, and for whose arrest warrants were is- 
sued sometime since by the authorities of Illinois, but 
who for a while evaded the process, finally surrender- 
ed himself, and was then brought before the United 
States district court on a writ of habeas corpus, had a 
hearing, and was discharged, the judge deciding that 
he could not be held as a fugitive from justice, in the 
case, as it was proved that he had not been in, and 
consequently could not have fled from Missouri at 
the time, nor since the crime in question was com- 
mitted. 

There was a great jubilee at Nauvoo on the return 
of their prophet in triumph from the trial. A solemn 
fast and thanksgiving day was by proclamation ad. 
dressed ‘*to the saints in Nauvoo,” to be held the 17th 
January, then ensuing. 


PusLic LANDS PROCEEDS. The senate of Illinois, 
by a vote of 19 to 18, have resolved not to receive 
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' 


svernor, urging upon the legislature the | 
ate necessity of action in regard to the finan- , 


' 


Uesert.”? 


\ ter dave | 
petites Uays | 


worthy to be called “the Diamond of the 
was an hour when the remembrance ot 
rushed with power upon the heart, and bore it away, | 
for the time, from surrounding dearth, and transport | 
ed it,as in vision, toa happierclime. It wasa moral 
mirage, in which, while gazing in thought upon what 
‘that old man eloquent” well denominated ‘our gold- 
en age,” one forgot that there are such things as de- 
magogues, and can be such things, neither able nor 
pure. WasHineTon, our own WasutineTon, might 
be imagined, for a moment, to have “burst his cere- 
ments,” and to be present in the legislative halls of 
the land he loved; and both the’man who offered, and 
the man who received, the cherished memorials of 
the dead patriot seemed to have felt, while they 
spoke, the inspiration of a greater presence than that 
which was visible about them. A fanciful observer 
might have believed that the mere touch of Wasn- 


INGTON’s sword had a sort of moral electricity about | 


it, and that he who did but handle the staff on which 
FRANKLIN had so often leaned, caught by the contact 
something of his elevating wisdom. 


Mr. Summers, as we well know, is esteemed at 
home asa lawyer of high standing, and a man of 
great strength and purity of character, but his warm- 
est friends could not have desired that his parting 
speech (if it were his last) as a member of congress 
should have been more worthy of the place and of 
the man. He treated the subject on which it is no 
easy task to speak with triteness, in a manner at once 
simple, appropriate, and dignified, saying just enough 
and no more, and saying it with a warmth of feeling 
too sincere to be counterfeited. His brief account 
of the relics he presented was clear and succinct, 
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and yet had enough of particularity to give it the high- 
est interest. As he proceeded, the crowded hall and 
galleries were mute as the grave; and while every 
eye gazed, and many an eye overflowed, every ear 
listened with the eagerest attention to the close. 





The response of Mr. Adams was every way such as 
_might have been expected from him; but those who 
‘only read it, must lose more than half the impression 
| with which it was received. The associations of the 


oceasion were such as could not fail to reach a mind 


{ 


the state’s share of the proceeds of the public lands,’| like his, and awaken within it those deep and power- 


Tue Stare Banx or [xuiois, the affairs of which 
are now being wound up, would, it was thought, be 
able to divide 29 centson the dellar in specie, but this 
hassince proved to be incorrect, the assets not yield- 
ing a sufficient sum to yield that dividend. On the 
%th, the sheriff of Sangamon county, made a levy 


upon $10,000 in specie in the bank, and took the 


ry’ e 4 re ) 7 ‘ sj TTT ae . 
Uhe judge of that circuit was! abhje to our country, and its record on our archives | 


whole sum away. 
applied to for an injunction against the sheriff, but 
atthe last advices the judge had not granted it. 
the 27th ult. a bill passed both houses of the legisla- 
ture prohibiting hereafter, any levy to be made by 


virtue of an execution against the state bank, upon | 


the specie she may have; a proceeding which virtu- 
ally admits that the levy made the preceding day is 
legal and will hold. 


-_--- 


FLORIDA. 


On | 


| ful feelings which, when unaroused, slumber beneath 
/an aspect and a manner which give no token of their 
|presence. His intonations were deep and impassion- 
ed; his voice faltered—the eloquent blood rushed in 
torrents to his countenance—and his whole figure, at- 
titude, and gesture, were those of one of nature’s ora- 
| tors strougly moved. 


| will mark at least one bright day in the contempora- 
neous history of congress. 
As soon as the speeches were ended, and the reso- 


|the “Father of the House,” which the date of his 
|commission entitles him to do, moved that both the 
laddress of Mr. Summers and the response of Mr. 
| Adams be inserted at Jength on the journal; which 


The spirit of Indian hostility, it appears, is not| having been ordered, Mr. McKennan, a Pennsylvanian, 


vet subdued. 


Further difficulties are apprehended | closed the scene in a dignified and appropriate man- 


with the Indians in the vicinity of Indian Key. Lt.! ner by moving, in honor of the occasion, that the 
Harrold, of the U. S. navy, now in command of In- | house adjourn. 


dian Key, has written to captair. H. B. Nones of the 
U.S brig Jefferson, calling for his immediate assist- 
ance. 

A fire occurred at Key West on the 2d inst. which 
consumed six buildings. Estimated loss §5,000. 





IOWA. 


The legislature of this territory convened at lowa | great lost patriots. 
James M. Morgan was chosen | seeing. 


city on the 5th inst. 
speaker of the. house, and John D. Elbert president 
of the council. 





OREGON. 
J. Q. Apams, from the committee on foreign rela- 
tions to whom was referred the bill from the senate, 
and the bill proposed’ in the house authorising the 
adoption of measures for occupying this territory, 
Ke. reported the same on the JGih inst., and recom- 
mended that said bills do not pass. 


oy 


ee, 





WASHINGTON AND FRANKLIN. 
ees 
THE PRESENTATION OF THE SWORD OF 

WASHINGTON. 
From the National Intelligencer of Feb. 8. 

he scene presented in the house of representatives 
yesterday was one of those brief moments of refresh- 
ing, which, few and far between, occur tothe weary, 
Way-worn, heart-sick traveller across the sandy Zaha- 
Ta, where he comes upon a cluster of palms, and be- 
heath their grateful shade finds a welling spring 





And now occurreda spectacle true tonature. The 
decorum of the house had kept every man in his seat 


being taken: but, no sooner had the adjournment been 
announced, and the speaker left the chair, than there 
was a Simultaneous rush from all quarters to obtain 
a nearer view of the interesting memorials of our 


to American Independence. 


it was long before the sergeant-at-arms could rescue 
staff and falchion from the still eager hands that re- 
luctantly gave them up to his custody. They were 
ordered to be deposited in the department of state; 
but we presume they will eventually accompany the 
military commission, his uniform, and other precious 
memorials of Wasnineton, which have been trans- 
ferred from that department to the halls of the na- 
tional institute. 

The annexed letters properly belong to the inte- 
resting scene: 
Copy of a letter from Scmuel T. Washington, accompany- 

ing the sword and cane presented to congress. 
Coal’s Mouth, Kanawha county, ( Va.) 
January 9, 1843. 

My Drar Sir: With this, you will receive the 

war-sword of my grand-uncle, Gen. Geonce Wasn- 
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} 2 : . ' . . 4 
d-headed cane bequeathed to him 
+, ew a os 5 sender ee 
by Dr. Bensawn FRANKLIN. 

‘hese interesting relics ] wish to be presented, 
through you, my dear sir, to the congress of the 


| United States, on behalf of the nation. 


Congress can dispose of them in such manner as 
shall seem most appropriate, and best calculated to 
keep in memory the character and services of those 
two illustrious founders of our republic. I am, with 
esteem, yours, SAMUEL T. WASHINGTON. 

To Hon. George W. Summers, house of rep’s. 


Copy of a letter from Col. George C. Washington. 
Georgetown, January 3, 1843. 
Dear Sir: [have before me your letter of the 30th 
inst. requesting me to give you any information in 
my possession in relation to the sword placed in your 
hands by Mr. Samuel T. Washington, (alleged to have 
been the service sword of General Wasnincron dur- 
ing the revolutionary war,) and which he has in- 
structed you, in his name, to present to the congress 
of the United States. 


General Wastineton, in his will, made disposi- 
tions of his swords in the following words: “To each of 
my nephews, William Jugustine Washington, George 
Lewis, George Steptoe Washington, Bushrod Washington, 
and Samuel Washington, I give one of the swords, or cous 
teaux, of which I may die possessed; and they are to 
choose in the order they are named. These swords 
are accompanied with an injunction not to unsheath 
them for the purpose of shedding blood, except 1 be 
for self-defence, or in defence of their country and 
its rights; and in the latter case, to keep them un- 
sheathed, and prefer falling with them in their hands 
to the relinquishment thereof.” 

Two of these swords are in my possession, being 
devised to me, the one by my father Wm. Augustine 
Washington, and the other by my uncle, the late 
Judge Bushrod Washington. The descendants of 
George Lewis and George Steptoe Washington have 
two other of these swords, and that in your charge is 
without doubt the one which was selected by Col. 
Samuel Washington. 

My father was entitled to the first choice under 
the will, but was prevented by indisposition from at- 


tending at Mount Vernon when the distribution took 
|place. and Judge Washington selected for him the 


most finished and costly sword, with which, associa- 
tions were connected highly complimentary to Gen. 


| Wasnineron; but I often heard my father say that 
| he would have preferred the sword selected by Col. 


while the addresses were in delivery and the votes | 


Nor was the eye satisfied with | 
Every hand was outstretched to touch them. | county, in the commonwealth of Virginia, and one of 
It was like Homer’s scene of the bending of Ulysses’! my constituents, has honored me with the commis- 
bow; and many a puny hand now grasped the sword | sion of presenting in his name and on his behalf to 
of Wasuineton that would have trembled in the | the congress of the United States, and through that 
scenes where it once gleamed in the eyes of the foes | body to the people of the United States, two most in- 
Demand after demand | teresting and valuable relies connected with the past 
was made for a pleasure so grateful and so rare; and | history of our country, and with men whose achieve- 


| your obedient servant. 


le wh? , 
: } : : ., | Samuel Washington f ac ras 
The whole transaction was ina high degree credit- | a rom the fact that it was used 


by the general during the revolutionary war. I have 
at different times heard similar statements as to this 
fact made by Col. Samuel Washington, Judge Wash- 
ington, and Major Lawrence Lewis, and am not 


tbe . pts aware that it has been questioned > 
| lution of Mr. 4dams had been adopted, Mr. Tuliaferro, | i questioned by any member of 


himself a Virginian, (and we may add with truth a| 
fine specimen of the Virginia gentieman,) acting as | 


the family. The sword was represented to me as 
being a coutean, with a plain green ivory handle. 
1 entertain no doubt whatever as to the identity of 


this sword, and hope that the information I have given 


may prove satisfactory. I am, very respectfully, 
G. C. WASHINGTON. 
Hon. George W. Summers, house of rep’s. 


House or Representatives, Fesruary 7, 1842. 


| Menrentoes of Washington and Franklin. Mr. Summers, 


of Virginia, rose and addressed the house as follows: 
| Mr. Speaxer: I rise for the purpose of discharging 
_an office not connected with the ordinary business of 
a legislative assembly. Yet, in asking permission to 
interrupt, for a moment, the regular order of parlia- 
mentary proceedings, 1 cannot doubt that the propo- 
sition which I have to submit will prove as gratifying 
as it may be unusual. ¥ 

Mr. Samue! T. Washington, a citizen of Kenawha 


ments, both in the field and in the cabinet, best illus- 
trate and adorn our annals. 

One is the sword worn by Grorce Wasuineron, 
first as a colonel in the colonial service of Virginia, 
in Forbes’ campaign against the French and Indians, 
and afterwards during the whole period of the war 
of Independence as commander-in-chief of the Ame- 
rican army. 

It is a plain couteau, or hanger, with a green hilt 
and silver guard. On the upper ward of the scabbard 
is engraved, “J. Bailey, Fish Kill.” It is accompa- 
nied by a buckskin belt, which is secured by a silver 
buckle and clasp, whereon are engraved the letters 
“G. W.” and the figures “1757” These are all of 
the plainest workmanship, but substantial, and in 
keeping with the man and with the times to whieh 
they belonged. 
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The history of this sword is perfectly authentic, 


and leaves no shadow of doubt as to its identity. The 
Jast will and testament of General Wasnineron, 
bearing date on the 9th day of February, 1799, con- 
tains, among a great variety of bequests, the follow- 
ing clause: 


“To each of my nephews, William Augustine 


Washington, George Lewis, George Steptoe Wash- 


ington, Bushrod Washington, and Samuel Washing- 
ton, I give one of the swords or couteaux of which [| 
may die possessed; and they are to choose in the or- 
der they are named. These swords are accompanied 
with the injunction not to unsheath them for the pur- 
pose of shedding blood, except it be for self-defence, 
or in defence of their country and its rights; and, in 
the latter case, to keep them unsheathed, and prefer 
falling with them in their hands to the relimquish- 
ment thereof.” 

In the distribution of the swords hereby devised 
among the five nephews therein enumerated, the one 
now presented fell to the share of Samuel Washing- 
ton, the devisee last named in the clause of the will 
which I have just read. 


This gentleman, who died a few years since in the 
county of Kenawha, and who was the father of Sam- 
uel Washington, the donor, I knew well. I have of- 
ten seen this sword in his possession, and received 
from himself the following account of the manner in 
which it became his property in the division made 
among the devises: 

He said that he knew it to have been the side arm 
of General Wasnincron during the revolutionary 
war; not that used on occasions of parade and review, 
but the constant service sword of the great chief; that 
he had himself seen General WasuineTon wear this 
identical sword, he presumed, for the last time, when, 
in 1794, he reviewed the Virginia and Maryland 
forces then concentrated at Cumberland under the 
command of General Lrg, and destined to co-operate 
with the Pennsylvania and New Jersey troops, then 
assembled at Bedford, in suppressing what has been 
called the ‘‘Whiskey Insurrection.” 

General WasuineGron was then president of the 
United States, and as such was commander-in-chief 
of the army. It is known that it was his intention to 
lead the army in person upon that occasion had he 
found it necessary, and he went to Bedford and Cum- 
berland prepared for thatevent. The condition of 
things did not require it and he returned to his civil 
duties at Philadelphia. 

Mr. Samuel Washington held the commission of a 
captain at that time himself, and served in that cam- 
paign, many of the incidents of which he has relat- 
ed to me. 


He was anxious to obtain this particular sword, 
and preferred it to all others, among which was the 
ornamented and costly present from the great Frepe- 
RICK. 

At the time of the division among the nephews, 
without intimating what his preference was, he jo- 
cosely remarked ‘that inasmuch as he was the only 
one of them who had participated in military ser- 
vice, they ought to permit him to take choice.”’ This 
suggestion was metin the same spirit in which it 
was made, and the selection being awarded him, he 
chose this, the plainest, aud, intrinsically, the least 
valuable of any, simply because it was the “battle 
sword.” 


Iam also in possession of the most satisfactory 
evidence furnished by col. George C. Washington, 
of Georgetown, the nearest male relative now liv- 
ing of Gen. Wasnineron, as to the identity of this 
sword. His information, as to its history, was de- 
rived from his father, William Augustine Washing- 
ton, the devisee first named in the clause of the will 
which I have read, from his uncle, the late Judge 
Bushrod Washington, of the supreme court; and ma- 
jor Lawrence Lewis, the acting executor of General 

Vasuineton’s will; all of whom concurred in the 
statement that the true service sword was that select- 
ed by Captain Samuel Washington. 

It remained in this gentleman’s possession until his 
death, esteemed by him the most precious memento 
of his illustrious kinsman. It then became the pro- 
perty of his son, who, animated by that patriotism 
which so characterized the ‘Father of his country,” 
has consented that such a relic ought not to be appro- 
priated by an individual citizen, and has instructed 
me, his representative, to offer it to the nation, to be 
preserved in its public _depositories as the common 
property of all, since its office has been to achieve 
and secure the common liberty of all. 


He has, in like manner, requested me to present 
this cane to the congress of the United States, deem- 
ing it not un epreny the public acceptance. 

This was once the property of the philosopher and 
patriot Bensamin FRANKLIN. 

By a codicil to his last will and testament, we find 
it thus disposed off: 








“My fine crab-tree walking stick, with a gold head, 


curiously wrought in the form of a cap of Liberty, 
So to my friend, and the friend of mankind, Gen. 


ASHINGTON. If it were a sceptre, he has merited 
it and would become it.” 

General Wasuineron, in his will, devises this 
cane as follows: 

“Item. To my brother, Charles Washington, | 
give and bequeath the gold headed cane left me by 
Dr. Franx.iy in his will.” 

Captain Samuel Washington was the only son of 
Charles Washington, the devisee from whom he de- 
rived, by inheritance, this interesting memoria); and, 
having transmitted it to his son, Samuel T. Washing- 
ton, the latter thus seeks to bestow it worthily, by 
associating it with the battle-sword ina gift to his 
countrymen. 

I cordially concur with Mr. Washington in the opi- 
nion that they each merit public preservation; and I 
obey, with pleasure, his wishes in here presenting 
them, in his name, to the nation. 

Let the sword of the hero and the staff of the 
philosopher go together. Let them have place 
among the proudest trophies and most honored me- 
morials of our national achievements. 

Upon that staff once leaned the sage, of whom it 
has been said, ‘the snatched the lightning from hea- 
ven, and the sceptre from tyrants.” 

A mighty arm once wielded this sword in a right- 
eous cause, even untothe dismemberment of empire. 
In the hand of Wastineron this was ‘the sword of 
the Lord, and of Gideon.” 

It was never drawn except in the defence of pub- 
lic liberty; it was never sheathed until a glorious and 
triumphant success returned it to the scabbard, with- 
outa stain of cruelty or dishonor upon its blade; it 
was never surrendered except to that country which 
bestowed it. 

[At the conclusion of this address the galleries, 
which were crowded, sent forth emphatic manifes- 
tations of approbation. | 


Mr. John Quincy Adams, then rose and addressed 
the house as follows: 

In presenting this resolution to the house, it may 
perhaps be expected that I should accompany it with 
some Suitable remarks; and yet, sir, 1 never rose to 
address this house under a deeper conviction of the 
want of words to express the emotion thatI feel. It 
is precisely because occasions like this are adapted to 
produce universal sympathy, that little can be said by 
any one, but what, in the language of the heart, in 
tones not loud but deep, every one present has silent- 
ly said tohimself. My respected friend from Virgin- 
ia, by whom this offering of patriotic sentiment has 
been presented to the representative assembly of the 
nation, has, it seems to me, already said all that can 
be said suitabletothisoccasion. In parting from him, 
as, after a few short days, we must all do, it will on 
my part, be sorrowing that inall probability I shall 
see his face and hear his voice no more. But his 
words of this day are planted in my memory, and wil] 
there remain till the last pulsation of my heart. 

The sword of Wasninctron! The staff of Franx- 
Lin! Oh! sir, what associations are linked in adamant 
with those names! Wasnineron, the warrior of hu- 
man freedom—Wasnineton, whose sword, as my 
friend has said, was never drawn but in the cause of 
his country, and never sheathed when wielded in his 
country’s cause! Frawnk in, the philosopher of the 
thunderbolt, the printing-press, and the ploughshare! 
What names are these in the scanty catalogue of the 
benefactors of humankind! Wasnineron and Franx- 
tix! What other two men, whose lives belong to the 
eighteenth century of christendom, have left a deeper 
impression of themselves upon the age in which they 
lived, and upon all after time! Wasnineron, the war- 
rior and legislator! In war, contending by the wager 
of battle for the independence of his country, and for 
the freedom of the human race; ever manifesting, 
amidst its horrers, by precept and example, his re- 
verence for the laws of peace, and for the tenderest 
sympathies of humanity: in peace, soothing the feroci- 
ous spirit of discord, among his own countrymen, into 
harmony and union, and giving to that very sword now 
presented to his country. a charm more potent than 
that attributed in ancient times to the lyre of Orpheus. 
FRANKLIN! the mechanic of his own fortune, teaching 
in early youth, under the shackles of indigence, the 
way to wealth, and in the shade of obscurity the path 
to greatness; in the maturity of manhood, disarming 
the thunder of its terrors, the hghtning of its fatal 
blast and wresting from the tyrant’s hand the still 
more afflictive sceptre of oppression: while descend- 
ing into the vale of years, traversing the Atlantic 
oceah, braving in the dead of winter the battle and 
the breeze, bearing in his hand the charter of Indepen- 
dence, which he had contributed to form, and tender- 
ing from the self-created nation to the mightiest mon- 
archs of Europe, the olive branch, the mercurial wand 








of commerce, and the amulet of protection and safe- 
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ty to the man of peace, on the pathless ocean from 
the inexorable cruelty and merciless rapacity of War 
And, finally, in the last stage of life, with fourscore 
winters upon his head, under the torture of an incurs. 
ble disease, returning to his native Jand, closing his 
days as the chief magistrate of his adopted common. 
wealth, after contributing by his councils, under the 
presidency of Wasuineron, and recording his name 
under the sanction of devout prayer invoked by him ta 
God, to that constitution under the authority of which 
we are here assembled, as the representatives of the 
North American people, to receive’ in their name and 
for them, these venerable relics of the wise, the Va- 
liant, and the good founders of our great confederate 
republic—these sacred symbols of our golden age, 

May they be deposited among the archives of our 
government! and may every American whoshall here- 
after behold them, ejaculate a mingled offering of 
praise to that supreme ruler of the universe by whose 
tender mercies our union has been hitherto presery- 
ed through all the vicissitudes and revolutions of this 
turbulent world, and of prayer for the continuance of 
these blessings, by the dispensations of his providence 
to our beloved country from age to age, till time sha)} 
be no more! 

[The same tokens of approbation which had greeteq 
the address of Mr. Summers were exhibited at the 
close of Mr. dams’ remarks. |] 

Mr. Adams concluded by offering the following re- 
solution, which was adopted unanimously: 

“*Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of 
the United States of America in congress assembled, That 
the thanks of this congress be presented to Samnel 
T. Washington, of Kenawha county, Virginia, for the 
present of the sword used by his illustrious relative 
Georce WasuincrTon, in the military career of his 
early youth, in the seven years’ war, and throughout 
the war of national Independence, and of the staff be- 
queathed by the patriot, statesman, and sage, Benya- 
MIN FRANKLIN, to the same leader of the armies of 
freedom in the revolutionary war, Georce Wasuinc- 
ton. That these precious relics are hereby accepted 
in the name of of the nation; that they be deposited 
for safe-keeping in the department of state of the 
United States, and that a copy of this resolution, sign- 
ed by the president of the senate and the speaker of 
the house of representatives, be transmitted to the 
said Samuel T. Washington.” 

On motion of Mr. Taliaferro, the addresses of Mr. 
Summers and Mr. Adams were ordered to be entered 
on the journal. and copies of both be transmitted to 
Mr. Samuel T. Washington. 

Mr. McKennan said that after the deep feeling 
which has been elicited by the exciting scene just 
witnessed, it seemed to him that the house was not 
prepared immediately to enter again on the ordinary 
business of the session. He moved, therefore, that 
the house adjourn. No voice dissenting, the house 
adjourned. 

Senate, Feervary 8, 1843. A message was re- 
ceived from the house, announcing the passage of a 
joint resolution in relation to the presentation of the 
sword of gen. Wasnineron and the cane of Dr. 
Frankuiy; which having been read. 


Mr. Archer rose and said, that as the grounds of 
a proceeding sent from the other house of con- 
gress to this for concurrence could not be assumed 
to be known necessarily, and a resolution before the 
senate imparted a distinguished compliment to a Na- 
tive of his own state, he had been advised, and had 
yielded to the admonition, that a few words from one 
of the senators of Virginia might be regarded as not 
inappropriate, and perhaps be expected in explana- 
tion of the resolution. It was known to every member 
of the senate that gen. Wasminaron, by his wil! had 
bequeathed swords to four of his nephews. One 0 
these swords, plain and the least valuable according to 
ordinary estimates of value, the gentleman, to whom 
the first choice had been permitted, had had the just 
taste to prefer, as that which his glorious ancestor ha 
invariably worn, in real service, from the period of ear- 
ly life, when he had in the cause of his country, then 
in a colonial condition, first commended himself to 
honor, and through the entire progress of that grea) 
conflict which had resulted in the establishment o! 
our liberties and of his immortal renown. There 
was not room for a question that the weapon which 
had just been laid on the table of the president was 
the identical one to which these interesting assoc! 
tions attached. It might have been proper for him 
to have stated the evidences of this fact, but the pee) 
had already been discharged by his colleague 2” 
friend in the other house, who had yesterday, !n ful- 


tion, added another wreath to the honor of being S¢ 
lected for the function, by the chaste, appropriate, 
and beautiful address-—in entire keeping with 
simplicity of the memorial and of the character Ser 
iJlustrious proprietor,—with which he had gratile 
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eli ‘ ein might be persons, Mr, Archer said, disposed ee rere =e! relief. Hence suggestions are made which resting a ; 
—— ard the receplioi of memorials so slight as a 200,000,000 GOVERNMENT STOCK. on no responsionity, are not aiways considered ini o \ 
n, from pestis d Rene ba not in keeping with the dignity | their various bearings, and, having a captivating ex- + 
of War. qrore S08 # di If such there were, he (Mr. RT terior, meet with a favor which might be less fréely | 
a Ra be tae in th ber of th are mak en vet bestowed if they should be traced to their ultimate a] 
incura- A.) was not to be included in the number of them. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 30, 1843. “ Th ee ' level h ts undine Wall if 
sin he The disposition he indulged was widely different.— Mr. J. R. Ingersoll, from the committee of ways results. e national legislature rests under oth a af 
hag Nor was such the thought of our great Sha tie {and means. to which the subject had been referred, pend ac acurrn “dik Mie ba taaigalaey 4 niet a i 
der the the love and_ maintenance of liberty in the ancient} mitted the following report; ate, a B E nn in fe Pe ae 

blics. They had the practice and regarded it as ; ¢ F pe ae at aa parent good, not to bring along with it collatera i 
noha jovi ble, of erecting statues to great departed PReeeiiee of waysand means, to whom were! nis hiéts.: Tt inlist look to final or less immediate . 
r him to jnestima Ani whe? Could the vdiiatin Ge any other referred certain memorials, asking for the creation consequences before it adopts plans or propositions, 
f which worth. cing at ab ali th inciple of generous | Of two hundred millions of national stock, at such however tempting may be the appearance of them 
€ 2 
sof the but the effort to keep a ad e€ princip , iP before | interest as sha}l at once command capital at par, and) | | 4 however well calculated they may be in reality 
ime and virtue, by presenting <5 Litho t raat the immediate distribution of this stock among the to afford temporary freedom from positive suffering. 
the va. the eyes the sympors of 15 OE states and territories, and the district of Columbia, by! “1; ay be admitted that the papuadsient misters tine 
derated Mr. Archer said that, for his own part, he toeuait an equitable allotment, respectfully report: of the country is the indebtedness of the states. This 
0 en peng macecsials than siatueg and ee ye During the Jast few years, calls from different quar-| heavy load of increasing liability is attended with 
Of our were: fer more conduciye to this offen, SOAP mee ters have been made upon congress for the adoption | diserace as well as distress, It cripples the energies 
Ui here- had appertained to the common use—been ay ty “| of measures in a greater or less degree resembling | of the commonwealths that have incurred it; it im- 
daa i agi peal side a Nex mene Pot those suggested by the memorialists. A plan sub- poverishes the individuals who chance to have invest- 
stom quaniinn f Jemper, or hahitude or ir ee ake 5 mitted as long ago as in the month of October, 1837,/ ed their means, in undoubting confidence, in stocks 
ee whaiperans to which’ they solated, : pas Wat is now, with few and immaterial alterations, present-| which were regarded as profitable depositories rather 
3 Of this were just, how applicable, above all ot vers, to at ed anew; and other schemes have from time to time| than dangerous loans; and it hangs ¢n gloomy pros. 
-vebed wweToN, and this symbol, his sword, wa Re hie lt either made their appeals directly to the national} pect over the hopes of communitics and private per- 
idence, symplicity of pisaheracien.n its office of his achieve- legislature, or have become familiar to the public} sons. Its still greater evils consist in the blighting 
ne shall ments! Wasnincrow! the only Kg delteut me through the medium of the press. Although the de-| diseredit which it spreads around it. This dis- 
eulogy, for in paw rings ig tsa, scaceripeicealeaeigin rate tails thus severally suggested vary in some particu-| credit is not confined to the states which have incurr- 
Breeted It has been said Oy. One pf the rom apnnens pu pe lars, the outline of the different plans, the motives! ed the debts. Their ability for active exertion is 
at the men of the age, himself the subject Py a Woon! ihat have induced them, and the objects which they destroyed by the necessary devotion of all present 
i hoes rongham.) inet yf teecea gc — oes y! propose to accomplish, are essentially the same.—| resources to partial redemption; and that redemption 
rp Fe eeenivens ta: hecqninamnes: nnommparelly. the erates | They look directly to a partial or entire relief of the | itself is rendered remote if not absolutely desperate. 
; penne cial negneden sgh mriiga cng states which are now burdened with debt, and to the | Not only is the particular state prostrate in charac- 
“gr of when: twas neonlleated ving! rae ary ° 4 establishment of a proper currency. As consequen-| ter as well as exertion, but the whole family of sov- 
i, That measured, net by virtue only, ah acam ined consi ; ces of these primary objects, they hope for a resto-| ereignties, in their ageregate capacity, are “atfected 
Samuel ation of its effects; and this same consi pee Proved | vssdn of natrordl credit and individual prosperity.—| with the same distrust in kind if notin degree. Self- 
rhe that rk ath agp mY ae are hil mee All of these proposed ends are greatly to be desired. | confidence and self-esteem depend, to a certain ex- 
relative live. Men, not the inferiors of \ ASHINGTON e vir- They are in themselves of vast importance, and they | tent, upon the confidence and respect of others. The 
r of his tue and in wisdom, might come into hig ypt ut to are at this moment of deep and peculiar interest. It] Joss of them is apt to follow the forfeiture of the re~ 
ughout the fullest development of grandeur ° character, needs neither quickness of perception to understand, spect of the world at large, and, on their departure, 
taff be- circumstances must conspire and form no unimpor-| especial candor to admit, a present deficiency in| some of the safest guaranties for oat “obentasl 6 
Bewsa- tant part; and no man could again be ager 8, Cit | cenh of then: Many of the states are itidebted both | with thém, 
nies of cumstances such as marked the anne oO yd abroad and at home. Several of them are heavily To aold denude nt these’ wilting: ia talons 
8: cab wxcton. Many men, it was to be hope hich mark. | 803 and some of them to a degree that is not only in-| discredit at once from the nation and its component 
eee tined in that progress of free institutions whic ‘ao t convenient, but burdensome and distressing. A uni- parts, the plan is proposed of incurring, on the part 
posited ed the character of the age, to be the founc oe,9 form currency, of easy transportation and full value | of the general government, a debt sufficiently large 
of the liberty for their own countries and times; wt yar Lhe hak ihoald hA wn equivalent arid a gubstitute | i embpake and ebeorh the debts of tite clathe 
+0 heal was the peculiarity of the pasivion and : ig h | for gold and silver, every whiere diffused and every An argument will not here be pressed which might 
nha sn ase wit provers . anpaenieg ) y ry where acceptable—has no present existence. Gov-| seem to be ungracious. But it will naturally oceur, 
dem comenaioon vil tceantagsat ¥ Pt ti im ae \ “4 ‘ernment credit, if it may be judged by the tardiness | that the nation did not contract or contemplate the 
cM liberty for the human race in a ery es! he | with which subscriptions are made to its proffered | debts ‘in question; that they were incurred every 
See germ which he had planted promised to if . |loans, is impaired among our own citizens; and, ac-| where for the especial benefit of those who owe 
entered influence which was destined, it might be ep 1 nal cording to the evidence furnished by the failure of a| them; that they are results of liberal expenditure, 
nen gather nation after nation under its 9 fy and “a recent trial of its strength, it is forfeited elsewhere.! and often of bold and speculative enterprise; that 
feline yield the life-sustaining fruit to all periods in succes: | Business is inactive and languishing, and business they have been influenced, sometimes, not merely by 
me pup _., |men, who compose the great mass of the people of] the general policy and actual wants of the state at 
oe And Frank iy, whose name was associated with the country partaking of its depressed and feeble con- large where improvements have been made, but by 
“diz am Wasuineron’s in the presentation of these relics?— | dition, have lost the inducements and the means of| mutual encouragement of local interests of narrow 
nm How curious the coincidence that they should have; exertion, and are thus deprived of the ingredients of! extent and doubtful utility; and that, where they 
r t wt been associated by such symbols: FRANKLIN, second | prosperily. A.state of things so deeply to be regrett-| have failed to accomplish any great purposes of do- 
; house only to Wasninaron as one of the founders of our) oq has proved itself, by the long succession of nearly | mestic revenue. they have given employment to num- 
«Sam republic; in science, a founder greater still! Recent] ciy disastrous years, to be not merely a crisis of the | bers of individuals, who have scattered money where 
a _ developments made it not improbable that the power | moment, which, having performed its work of mis-} jteould not fail to be welcome, and have laid the basis 
oy which FranK rw had been the first to bring ls acquaint- ‘chief, might be expeeted to pass away, but it has! of future works, when in the greater fulness of time 
of Dr. ed with its laws, was the one the most efficient and dif- | baffled every sanguine hope by the length of its etn- they shall become desirable. 
fused through the entire processes of physical nature; tinuance and the increase of its calamities. Measu- A national debt has at all times been avoided by 
, the thorongh knowledge of which was to produce re-| pes that would afford relief in one or all of the parti-| i. United States to the utmost reach of their abili- 
nds of sults the most imposing and most important which had | eyjars that have been adverted to, which at the same oc" It has hesin the reluctant policy of other coun- 
f con- ever been unlocked to human vision! These were! time could not be avoided upon principle or objected a th incur and contiiue heavy Imibilities, wad tb 
sumed the men associated with these relics now presented to! to as unreasonable, would be hailed by the statesman Lge) cp a se data Wobie ‘Alem dibie eaphinaien 
ore the us, and which, as emblems, these relics were appropri- 'as well as the philanthropist. 2a poping England owes her eight hundred mil- 
~d hed amen mon wear AK ser sian Seed Seclar| The committe will proceed, under the reference | lions pounds sterling; France more than two hun- 
om one ed mas dead for the emaallie thes had rendered nl which has been made to them, to inquire wh ther| dred millions. Austria, Holland, Spain, and Rus- 
as not sie "t the virtue whieh ind sadorded thant We) such will probably be the character and the effects of| sia, owe sums which, though far short of those first 
snlane - ee ee call ‘igh ‘ous mer | the plans of the memorialists. 'named, are of great amount, and necessarily pro- 
cplap had been accustomed to call these illustrious men iyi | reclof inconyonishees ond ewils. But sian tbe 
vember ours. But the time would come when they would; it may be observed in the outset that the great) ductive of inc onveniences anc te 
rill had equally be exalted as benefactors of human kind, |) Want of the country is practical relief. Scarcely al have, besides the purposes which are common to 
One of 4 wns , pin { he ‘ty | theory could be applied to it that would not prove inthe| them and to this republic, great military forces, 
. as they had been ours, and their fame the property | Hieor} 16 apt ; P sak ae kool ih dernetual vicdt GAMMMCM? Teka 
ding to of their whole race. | abstract that it is prosperous. It were a sin to doubt) which are kept in perpe al vig ott ih 
whom ieee er t t of tl { | its capacity to sustain and nourish a population many | land has her hundred thousand soldiers, and her se- 
he just Doctor Fran«tiy, in the beques t nib; wane | times exceeding that which can be reached for cen-| ven hundred vessels of war; France has her army 
tor had General Wasnincron which was now exhibited to us, |turies. It possesses a fertile soil that cannot be ex-| of three hundred and fifty thousand men, and her 
of ear- had said that “‘he gave it to his friend, ag the friend | jausted; every variety of the richest mineral pro-| fleets of nearly four hundred vessels; Russia has 
y, then of mankind, who, had it been a ny toe would have iductions; commodities for the support and comfort| scarcely less than seven hundred thousand soldiers, 
self to deserved it.” And the sceptre that friend has attain-' of life not only abundant to repletion, but cheap be-| and between three and four hundred national ships; 
L greal ed, which he deserved. It had been ay pression, | yond example. Industry and dexterity are the dis-| Austria has three hundred thousand soldiers; and 
ent of in the ceremonial offices which occurred on the death | tinguishing traits of the people. Mildness pervades! Holland and Spain have their large standing armies. 
There of Wasnveror, — we wen weer Ores ty Shy Reyes Ot | the administration and freedom the spirit of the laws.| Neither vast debts nor vast warlike equipments 
which his countrymen. The expression felll far short of the | These are the unquestioned possessions of a suffering| would be congenial to these United States, that have 
nt was full extent of his destiny. It was to be throned in| country that calls aloud for something more, which, | no excuse for incurring the one in the necessity or 
ssocia- the homage—in the admiration—no! these did not! even in their rich abundance, those possessions do not! propriety of maintaining the other. The policy of 
yr him convey the ad sees ten the boundless veneration ‘bestow. lt were both fruitless and pernicious to! their government, the habits of their people, the 
ve task ne np agg | build up plausible theories if they have not for their! character of their institutions, all require an admin- 
re and Mr. A. said he would no longer be the impediment | aim substantial and permanent benefit. In conditions| istration of affairs that is both frugal and pacific. 
in ful- to the expression of the acclaiming sentiment which | of embarrassment and distress, communities as well! The pride of their rulers has consisted in being free 
he na- | he knew beat in the bosom of every senator, to res-| 9s individuals are apt to believe that any change| from debt, and they have heyetofore struggled suc- 
ing se- pond, even by the tribute of this humble resolution, ! would be a cure. They trust to the application of| cessfully, and will, whenever it shall become neces- 
priate, to the great titles of Wasutneron and Frankzn to| what appears to be remedial, although really expe-| sary, repeat the effort to liberate themselves from 
ih Me | our affection, gratitude, and reverence. | rimental only: and they run the risk of prolonging] the seeming slavery and the real burden. They de- 
aha The resolution was unanimously adopted, and the) evils by recurring to palliatives, instead of submitt-| sire to be untrammelled on the approach of -an 
atifie 


senate then adjourned. 
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rassment, and to be uble, in the day of need, to offer 
to lenders of money the virgin pledge of an un- 
shackled faith. It would ill become them to forget 
this wise ard virtuous ambition, and to charge them- 
selves with liabilities that would increase the load 
of taxation in time of peace, and diminish or defeat 
the ability to raise adequate loans at a period when 
alone, according to a true administration of our go- 
vernment, they ought to be required—on the arrival 
of inevitable war. 

The proposed issue of stock is to pass from the 
national into state treasuries, and thence abroad to 
meet the purposes of its creation. Jt may not, per- 
haps, directly affect the prosperity of the general 
fee? that, in performing these offices, it must 

ose a portion of its standard value; yet it will bear 
upon it the stamp of the character as well as the re- 
sponsibility of the nation, and it will be far from 
creditable to it that a depreciation should take place. 
From its origin it must be made, in one sense, an ob- 
ject of traffic. First, it must be negotiated in settle- 
ment of state debts. Then it must be sold by the 
creditors who have thus received it, of whom the 
great mass are foreigners. Both operations par- 
take, in some degree, of a commercial character. 
The stock is not intended, it is presumed, to bear a 
full ordinary rate of interest. Jt must find its value 
from a combined estimate of its standing in the mar- 
ket, and the length of time it has to run. At what 
rates it may be received by foreign or domestic cre- 
ditors, must depend in part upon the comparison 
which they are disposed to make between it and the 
state securities, for which it isto bea substitute. 
Those state securities themselves are of unequal va- 
Jue; al] of them are uncertain, fluctuating, and arbi- 
trary. Jf the creditors should be as little willing to 
receive government stock, passing through the state 
treasuries,and ata reduced interest, as they have 
been to receive it fresh from the source of authority 
and bearing the highest rate of interest, and of an 
extent so limited that a serious doubt could not be 
entertained of its redemption, they might be con- 
tent to remain in possession of the discredited state 
loans. If they should receive it at rates proportion- 
ed to the interest which itis intended to bear, it 
might so far discharge the debts of the states; but 
the object would be accomplished ata grievous sa- 
crifice. These state securities can now be purchas- 
ed in the market at large discounts. Yetthe govern- 
ment would find itself, at the latest, at the endof a 
few years, and immediately if the stock is to be re- 
ceivable for government dues, redeeming its loans at 
their par value, and thus, in effect, paying at last 
full prices for state stock, although it might have 
been procured at from 40 to 70 per cent. deprecia- 
tion. The effect of forcing a comparison and ex- 
change between the two different securities will ra- 
ther tend to depress the value of the better than ele- 
vate the standard of the worse. In that event, ano- 
ther blow is struck at the credit of the government. 


After the arrangement shall have been fully made by 
the federal treasury with the indebted states, and by 
the indebted states with theirecreditors, the newly 
created stocks have important purposes to fill. Ac- 
cording to the memorialists, their chief end is sub- 
sequently to be accomplished. ‘hey are to be re- 
tained or purchased as inyestments, or used as cur- 
rency or the basis of currency. What shall ascer- 
tain their price in either relation? If they enter the 
market ata depreciation, (and such must be their 
condition, bearing, as they must, a lower rate of in- 
terest than other loans which will do well to retain 
their par value), they will be employed in payment 
of duties and other liabilities to the government. For 
this object they will be purchased at reduced prices, , 
and will be paid at their full nominal value. By| 
this arrangement the treasury may receive less than! 
half its proper revenues. As currency, or the basis 
of currency, the fluctuations to which they are liable 
must deprive them of essential utility. A circulat- 
ing medium must be asimmutable as the precious 
metals which it professes to represent. It should 
befree from the influences of political change. It 
should be able to withstand the shock of public dis- 
aster, and to preserve its cven tenor unaffected by 
the excitement of great public prosperity. This 
can scarcely be the case with government securities. 
They are, for the most part, readily affected by the 
latest political intelligence. ‘They rise and fall al- 
most with the arrival of the daily mails. They 
serve as a barometer by which the state of the polli- 
tical atmosphere is ascertained. If suitable and at- 
tractive as an investment, these stocks would be 
gradually absorbed by capitalists. If possessed of 
these qualities in an eminent degree, they would 
speedily be withdrawn from the opportunities of cir- 
culation, which, without those qualities, they could 
never reach. Sooneror later,they would thus de- 
feat or elude one of the principal objects for which 
they were designed. 








The pledge that is proposed of national faith and 
responsibility would not, according to the allotment 
of the memorialists, be large enough to cover the 
debts of all the states. If the fact were otherwise, 
and it should be sufficient to cancel every Jiability of 
every state, is it certain that the effect would be 
greater than to relieve them from temporary embar- 
rassment? As the constitution now stands, the fede- 
ral government holds no control over the power or 
the inclination of the states to create or increase 
their obligations. It is scarcely to be expected that 
such control would readily be conferred. Volunta- 
ry stipulations to abstain from new engagements 
could as little be expected. It would be to impose 
trammels that might be fatal to their prosperity. Sti- 
pulations so injurious, if they should be imposed, 
might not be regarded as binding upon succeeding 
legislatures, (a possible and extreme case is sug- 
gested;) and the temptation to abrogate them might 


the states, have paused, from necessity or from re- 
luctant assent to the dictates of prudence, midway 
in their career, or even in what may prove to be but 
the threshold of internal improvements. Where 
great works have been accomplished and are now in 
successful operation, they may serve as a motive 
and an earnest for future exertions. No limit can 
be fixed to the progress of improvement. Each step 
inthe long and difficult path is but an advance to- 
wards the discovery of how much remains yet to be 
accomplished, It was probably, to all appearance, 
a well-founded hope that led to the past expenditure 
of millions. Will the hope be less bright which, en- 
couraged by the accomplishment of so much as has 
been done already, tempts to the future expendi- 


accomplishing more? Lessons of experience are 
taught in vain if they do not inspire practical wis- 
dom. If prudence and forbearance are not to fol- 
low from the severe penalties of extravagance, how- 
ever unreflecting, the sovereign states may hereafter 


their implications. An inexhaustible source of rea- 
dy and rich supply in the power and policy of the 
nation, always at hand, and never delayed or denied 
to the seeker, would leave scarcely an excuse to the 
state governments who should omit freely to avail 
themselves of it. 

Two hundred millions are proposed as the fund 
for general relief. 
measured by any other standard than the mighty en- 
gagements which have been adverted to of Euro- 
pean sovereignties. 
the ability of the government to discharge it. Yet 
the moment is unpropitious for its assumption, when 
the effort is strenuous and universal to reduce the 
necessary costof the government of the people. 
Wise statesmen are saidto have formed the judg- 
ment that its ordinary expenses can and ought to be 
brought down to $17,000,000; others, of no less ex- 
perience, of different political sentiments, desire to 
see them limited to $22,000,000. Unless the con- 
templated pledge of the public lands should furnish 
alarve supply both for principal and interest, the 
proportion of aggregate disbursements which the 
new loan would require might cause the most sangu- 
ine to hesitate even while they recollect with pride 
the discharge of scarcely less considerable debts on 
more than one occasion in the national history. Let 
it be recollected that the payment is certain, while 
the receipts are problematical. Interest must be 
provided with prompt and unerring punctuality. The 
day of reckoning for the capital must surely come 
in its allotted time. Whether the lands shall be 
sold to meet the calls must depend upon a combina- 
tion of remote and obscure contingencies. 


Is it certain that even the large amount of §200,- 
000,000 will suffice for present emergencies? Some 
of the states owe nothing, and if they receive the 
fund allotted to them, do not receive it for the pay- 
ment of debts. What may be their disposition as to 
a fund now proposed to be inevitably pledged for a 
particular purpose has not appeared. They may en- 
tertain different and irreconcilable desires in rela- 
tion to it. Others owe so little, in comparison with 
their resources, that, with or without the assistance 
of the general government, they can meet their en- 
gagements. But there are some that, with their 
quota of government stock applied, might be left 
with more than half the amount of their heavy en- 
gagements still unsatisfied. It would indeed lighten 
the load of Maryland and Pennsylvania to reduce 
that of the one by $6,800,000, and that of the other 
by $18,800,000; but it would leave a Jarger sum for 
each to pay than they would respectively command 
by a long course of judicious economy and strenuous 
and well-directed exertions, unless the hand of the 
government were again unclosed. If necessity, or 
convenience, or want of thrift, should Jead to renew- 





—————— 
would be followed by renewed gratuities. If they 
Should, an easy calculation will demonstrate that 
even the great resources which are relied on may be 
exhausted, and sooner or later the tide of govern. 
ment bounty must cease to flow. Should these inor- 
dinate desires be confined to a few states, or even be 
narrowed to one alone, although the pressure upon 
the national treasury may be less, the injustice and 
unreasonableness of the call would be more. A sin- 
gle imprudent member of the great republican fami- 
ly might desire to become a perpetual dependant 
upon the easy forbearance or untiring liberality of 
the whole. A time for resistance would come, and 
the effort might be more difficult from the fact and 
the frequency of its postponement. It cannot mate- 
rially affect an argument derived from a supposed 
state of things, that, at this moment, when the first 
step is to be taken, and the dangerous example is to 
be set, more members than one of the confederacy 


be too strong to be resisted. Many, perhaps all of| stand im need of assistance, or that assistance is now, 


in effect, for the first time to be applied. 

An inequality so vast as that which presents itself 
in the claims of the several states is not among the 
least forcible of the arguments which oppose the 
plan. While Vermont, New Hampshire, Rhode Is- 
land, Connecticut, New Jersey, Delaware, and North 
Carolina have, it is believed, no debt, and have, 
therefore nothing to ask on the ground of relief, some 
of their sister states hold their engagements in no 
dread because they believe they can control them; 
and others are so deeply involved that the whole al- 
lotment would leave them in a condition of insolvency, 
It is hoped that, either with or without the assist- 
ance of the government, the insolvency will nrove 
to be a temporary evil, that the states now suffering 


ture of other millions by the seeming certainty of | may rely with certainty upon self-sustaining efforts 


for gradual but entire and honorable relief. 

If debts of twice the amount were due from indi- 
viduals, instead of commonwealths. it could scarcely 
be expected that any obligation, moral or political, 
would attach to the general government. Yet many 


vie with each other in the boldness and the extent of| of the arguments now used would apply with equal 


force. The same people would be interested, the 
same liability to discredit and disgrace would be en- 
countered, and the same or greater inconveniences 
might be experienced by the country. Too great a 
concession is required to the supposed ignorance 
abroad of the true character of our institutions and 
frame of government. Who is there, whether citi- 


The amount is fearfully large, if| zen or foreigner, that has contracted with the states, 


either by original subscription toa state loan or by 
subsequent purchase, and yet failed to know that he 


No doubt can be entertained of} was not dealing with the general government? There 


is an essential difference between the states and the 
union in all their respective fiscal concerns, and a 
disregard of this known and acknowledged difference 
can arise at the best only from the triumph of error 
and the defeat of truth. 

If this burden of debt, which oppressive and dis- 
heartening wherever it is borne, 1s now divided 
among many commonwealths, had chanced to fal at 
this or a somewhat earlier moment upon the nation- 
al treasury, it 1s not easy to conceive how the whole 
country could have escaped from calamities more 
widely spread and distressing than those which it is 
now called upon to endure. Ata time when duties, 
during the later periods of what is called the com- 
promise act, were low, or when importations as at 
this moment are smail and other sources of produc- 
tive revenuefare greatly reduced, the discredit now 
only reflected upon the government would have shone 
directly upon it, with far more disastrous influence. 
Such might have been the effect of causes similar to 
those which have existed among the states. Great 
schemes were once contemplated, which embraced, 
perhaps as an initiate enterprise, a long line of in- 
ternal improvements, which would have intersected 
the country from one extremity to the other. If, 
from such or any other deliberate and well intended 
but disastrous system, evils had been brought upon 
the country, the American people would have had 
cause to lament the misealculations of their rulers. 
But they would have been spared the bitterness and 
poignancy of sorrow that must be experienced if they 
should now become the willing victims of an erro- 
neous and self-destroying policy. 

An event of early occurrence in the history of the 
government has been relied on asa precedent for the 
arrangement now contemplated. Soon after the 
adoption of the constitution, the secretary of the 
treasury communicated to congress his conviction 
that an assumption of the debts of the particular 
states by the union, and a like provision for them as 
for those of the union, would be a measure of sound 
policy and substantial justice. An act of congress 
was accordingly adopted on the 4th Aug. 1790, which 
authorised the loan of $21,500,000 for that object.— 
Certificates of state debt were receivable from sub- 
scribers in payment for the Joan. But the act pro- 
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> 
from the tenor thereof, or from any public record, 
act, or document, should appear or could be ascer- 
tained to have heen issued for any purpose other than 
compensations and expenditures for services or sup- 

lies towards the prosecution of the late war, and the 
defence of the U. States, or some part thereof, during 
the same. . 

The arrangement properly considered, appears to 
have partaken rather of the character of a payment 
to the states of debts due to them from the union 
than an original and gratuitous assumption of the 
mere debts of the states. It recognised a virtual ob- 
ligation, as assumed by the very formation of the 
ynion, to discharge the claims upon indebted states, 
which became, while they were in that condition, 
component parts of the union. It was the substitu- 
tion of one combined sovereignty for a number of 
separate sovereignties. It adopted a well known 

rinciple, which, upon a change of government, 
aves all public liabilities unaffected by the change. 
It acknowledged and provided for the debts of the 
confederation, and of the different states which had 
composed the confederation, at the same time. Yet 
even this arrangement was made the subject of so- 





tation can be exposed to little danger from obscuri- | 
iy. The memorials which have been quoted do not 
suggest any other agent of currency than the certifi- 
cates ef government stock. They deny the possibi- 
lity of a sufficient currency by coin; they insist that 
a sound currency cannot exist without a proper basis; 
they believe that that basis may be found in the due 
appropriation of a small portion of the national do- 
main; and they ask for the present anticipation of 
‘one-tenth part of this vast property,” by the crea- 
tion and immediate distribution of two hundred mil- 
lions of national stock. 

An observer, in looking around among the scatter- 
ed fragments of overthrown prosperity, would find it 
dificult to persuade himself that nothing was requir- 
ed to restore them to shape and place but the depo- 
site among them of a medium of circulation. Cur- 
rency, or rather the instrument which is used in cur- 
rency when business requires, would not pay the state 
debts, unless, besides its creation, it were distributed | 
‘among them. Even when distributed and disposed | 
of according to its destination, it would merely shift 
the debts from one place of liability to another, with- | 
out discharging them. But, relieving the states by | 








lemn protest by the house of delegates of Virginia, 
who resolved that so much of the act of congress as 
assumes the payment of the state debts was repug- 
nant to the constitution of the U. States, although the 
fund was afterwards received. 

Another incident in the course of legislation has 
been sometimes referred to as a precedent for the 

roposed arrangement. An act of congress, approv- 
ed June 23, 1836, directs that the money which should 
be in the treasury of the United States on the Ist day 
of January, 1837, reserving five millions of dollars, 
should be deposited with the several states that 
should authorise the receipt of the same. But it pro- 
vides that the states shall give the usual and legal 
obligations, and pledge their faith for the safe keeping 
and repayment thereof, that their faith shal] moveover 
be pledged to pay the monies and every part of them, 
from time to time, whenever they should be required, 
for the purpose of defraying any wants of the public 
treasury beyond the amount of the five millions of 
dollars. It went further still, and provided also that 
if any states should decline to receive its proportion 
of the surplus moneys on the terms proposed, they 
should be deposited with the other states agreeing to 
accept them on deposite. Now, the inducements and 
the ingredients were not only different in that arrange- 


this additional measure of distribution, without which | 
| the creation of it is nothing, will not relieve the peo- 
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tude—greatcr many times than the wants or necessi- 
ties of the trading public | een 
qnuire-——far grater, ce y,, than the c 
those who have suggested the supply of exch quer 
bills in any shape would justify. Ifin daily use, they 
must, in order to be useful, carry with them the cer- 


’ 
ive heen sur wseg to re~ 


riaiy icuiations of 


tainty, if required, of daily redemption. The life of 


treasury notes consists in their being receivable at 
all times in payment of government dues. A close 
and constant connexion must be preserved between 
the circulation and the treasury, or it loses its chief 
value in the reliance of those who are to receive it. 
Is there not danger that this large emission might 
at a momentofemergency sink to a depreciated value, 
and, after being for a time practically irredeemable, 
become a standing proof of the solvency of the tre- 
asury from which it came? In this fatal result, it 
would share the fate of all government currency that 
has yet been issued by other sovereignties. While 
an exemption might be hoped for our own, the moral 
liability to so great a disaster should prevent those 
who have the control of it from turning a deaf ear to 
the voice of experience. 

lt is not necessary to seek for examples in re- 
volutionary France or newborn America; yet the fate 
of government issues of currency may be read in the 


ple, in whose behalf no distribution is or can be con-| volumes of it which remain outstanding to the pre- 


tence reconstruct the wrecks of prostrate and bank- 


who have invested in their stocks; or fill again the 
stores of the trader, whu having sold on credit, holds 


his valuable commodities; or inspire anew individual 


property and character together. ‘Those are the de- 
ficiences which prevail, and these the consummations 
to be desired. It is over the sad reality of the one 
and the absence of the other that the country mourns. 
As long as such a condition of things continues, 
currency might be poured in streams into markets 
; where it would find or create nothing else but cur- 
| rency; and it would prove as unavailing as if it had 
| been deposited in a desert, or among men unaccus- 
| tomed to the necessities and the aptitudes of business. 
_Curreacy “‘solely’—currency, which alone is sup- 
| posed to be required in order that honest debts may 
| be paid, that idleness may be turned to noble industry, 





rupt corporations, or replenish the coffers of capitalists | 


confidence, which has been forfeited by the loss of | 


templated .It would not restore the broken fortunes |sent day. The circumstances, however, were pecu- 
which have become the victims of speculation or mis- | liar, and the cases are not precisely alike. Some of 
placed confidence. It would not by its mere exis-| the United States furnish better illustrations, in the 


' 


recent date of the oceurrences, and the identifica- 
tion of them with the circumstances under which the 
contemplated arrangements are to be made. Inone 


state the legislature caused a large amount of cur- 
nothing but protested bills and notes in the place of | 


rency to be issued, and made it receivable in taxes 
and publicdebts. Itsoon fell to half of its nominal 
value; and at that ora lower rate it has been the 
medium, not of regular circulation, but of fruitless 
payments to the treasury. In another state, paper 
money was issued by authority of the legislature,which 


| was limited in amount to the aggregate of taxes then 


due, made receivable in payment to the treasury, sub- 
ject to be cancelled in part as it shouldso be paid, ac- 
companied, as was supposed, by pledges of redemp- 
tion, and bearing interest at the rate of six per cent. 


| With all these guards and advantages, it ceased al- 


most immediately to be used as currenty, and be- 
came an article of traffic at greatly reduced prices. 
In a third state, efforts were made to increase the cur- 


|reney by authorizing certain banks to issue relicf 


ment, but in some respects the reverse of those con- | that broken private faith may be healed, and perish- | notes, which combined the credit of the common- 
templated in the plan proposed. Then the leading! ing public credit redeeemed or saved—if it be provid- | wealth with that of the corporations that issued them, 


object was to escape the evils of redundancy; now 
the object is to supply the wants of deficiency and 
inanition. Nominally, at least, the former arrange- 
ment was a mere deposite, susceptible of being at 
any moment withdrawn; both in appearance and re- 
ality, the present plan is a final and irrevocable gift. 
The one endeavored to escape from the dangers and 
inconvenience of a load of wealth; the other seeks 
to place upon the government a mass the most dis- 
heartening aud intolerable,jconsisting of long continu- 


|ed without the appliances with which it is accustom- | 
'ed to operate, trade and confidence, and property | 


/and good faith, would have little effect. It would 


leave the country where it found it. save only that it | 


| might be one degree further enfeebled and exhausted 
by the additional and abortive struggle to which it 


| would be exposed. Currency, thus provided and thus | 


| unattended, might raise the nominal prices of articles 
| of subsistence, which are now depressed below the 
| standards of experience, and are almost on a level 


ed poverty and doubtful escape from embarrassment | with the reduced ability of the consumers of them. 


and debt. 


A large amount of surplus revenue had accumu-| 


Jated in the treasury which it was dangerous to hold 


possibility of discredit, threatened it with no liability 
to embarrassment. 


straiten the energies of the munificent donors, and | 
it indulged the feeling without compromising the in-| 


terests of the holders of a fund of which they were 


in the opinion of many, doubtfully the proprietors. 1t| 


assumed the shape of, and reconsiled itself to some 
who were not entirely convinced of its strict regularity 


it held out an opportunity for 
the exercise of a liberal spirit without seeming to} 


| It could not, however, set itself im motion to pay | 


debts or resusciate and give activity to trade, until it 
‘should come fairly within the grasp of those whose 
} 


| ing competitors for the hopes and advantages of the 
other. A proper currency is of inestimable value. 





| importance to trade and commerce. But that its 


, self-sustaining energy is suflicient to supply every 
culty, cannot be conceded. 
If the existence of currency were the specific that 
) P 
| it is described to be, the committee will not disguise 


by persuading them that it was, in reality, a mere) their reluctance to see it consist of mere issues from 


deposite, to be withdrawn, if circumstances should | the national government, resting alone upon govern- 
ment responsibility, and borne entirely upon the credit | usurp a jurisdicticn cr attempt the exercise of an in- 
of the nation. In the ordinary course of the exercise | fluence which do not belong to it, without injury to 
of its fiscal functions, if the the treasury emit certi- | the commerce which it is intended to promote and to 
}the country which it professes to benefit. It follows 
| that the extent of artificial or representative curren- 
cy must be carefully adapted to a given state of bu- 


change so as to make the restoration of it desira- 


ble. 


The memorialists impute all the prominent evils 
In the | fi¢ates or acknowledgments in any shape of pecuniary 
liability, and these proofs of right in the holder pass 
from hand to band, and thus perform to any extent 
the offices of a circulating medium, the effect is pu- 


and sufferings of the times to a single cause. 


provision of asupposed remedy for that one disorder, 
they express (no doubt with entire sincerity) their 
confidence in the ethciency of its sovereign power. 


They declare it to be their firm belief ‘that honest 
debts cannot be paid; noble industry is turned idle; 
private faith is broken up; and public credit is per- 
ishing—solely for want of a proper currency.” Thus 
the evil and the remedy are brought within a narrow 
compass. The want of currency is the malady.— 
An immense issue of government stock is the infalli- 
ble instrument of cure. ‘This position, whether ten- 
able or otherwise, is unequivocally taken. It is pre- 
cise in language and clear in sentiment. In refe- 
rence to a subject of great difficulty and some ob- 
scurity, it neither professes nor practices the smallest 
degree of mystery. An appeai so direct and candid 
may at least be directly met, and its support or refu- 


ad . , . > sec} ies et "C65 S} e e » « S > 4 m7 
and difficult to dispose of. The measure required no | necessities have occasioned the one, and still contin 


imposition of debt, exposed the government to no | ue to forbid their encountering the risks or becom- | 
» eXpo' 


This committee will not intimate a doubt of its vital | 


want, and that it will alone relieve from every dilli- | 


and were redeemable in state stocks. As a currency, 
they are unknown. Purchased at a discount, they 
are used in payments to the state. It is believed that 
they are sometimes paid out again to salaried officers 
and others, who are willing to receive them with a 
certainty of Joss rather than wait for the uncertain 
coming of a more propitious moment, when they 
may hope for paymentin something more substantial 
and satisfactory than depreciated notes and certifi- 
cates, which were intended to be the relieving cur- 
rency of the government. 


It has been already contended that currency of any 
description, whether consisting of the precious metals 
(or of paper possessing no intrinsic but entire repre- 
sentative value, must be of little use where there is 
neither business nor the ability tocarry it on. Itmay 


be added here, that the available and safe extent of 


circulating medium will be regulated every where, 
not by the will or power to place it in mere visible 
existence on the spot, but by the proper necessities 
and calls of trade. 


| the principal. 
|pensable force, the cxertions of trade. 


siness. How can it wisely be made to disregard the 


It were to invert the order of 
things, which are governed by sufficiently well defin- 
‘ed and ascertained laws, to anticipate the wants of 
|commerce by a premature supply of that which is 
merely its instrument. Currency is the agent, not 
It seconds, with powerful and indis- 
[t cannot 


rely adventitious and incidental. ‘Treasury notes | state of business, by being forced at hazard into stag- 
are acknowlengments of debt and promises to dis- | nant markets, which afford no standard for measur- 
charge it. Certificates of stock are evidence of aloan | ing the due supply, and which seem to call for the 
from the holder, and assurances of its reimbursement. | smallest practicable quantity? Expansion would ne- 
Seldom does either of them pass from hand to hand } ver be an evil, if it were restricted to the reasonable 
in the ordinary course of business. Never are they vants of trade. It becomes one the moment it coes 
issued except when necessity, founded on the absence | beyond those reasonable wants and inflates them into 
or failure of ordinary revenue, requires. If these or | speculation. It will not now be doubted that the pre- 
any other tokens of government liability should be | vailing error of the times which preceded the present 
issued for mere circulation, or if, being already al-| long season of depression was redundant paper. It 
lowed for lawful and limited purposes, they should | was an over issue of currency. If two hundred mi!- 
be made to answer the every-day ends of currency, | lions are intended, as it should seem, to be seattered 


. . ° ; pt ’ ° 
it is feared that they may expose to risk the credit of | abroad at once, for a double purpose, 1t msy relieve 





the nation. The issue proposed is of great magni-! the suffering states, but it cannot benefit a complaia- 
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ing people; for it far exceeds, in a prudent course of 
business, the exigencies of the couniry. 

Many of the difficulties which are apprehended 
from the insecurity of the loan proposed are intended 
by its advocates to be met and conquered by a pledge 
of the public lands and an increase of duties on for- 
eign merchandise. Admitting, for the sake of argu- 
ment, that the lands will produce in current years a 
fund at all adequate to the object, a large portion of 
the country would reluctantly behold them devoted 
to this one object beyond the reach of recall in any 
emergency. Another portion would contest the ap- 
propriation of them, under any circumstances, to 
mere state purposes. It is not, perhaps, necessary 
here to settle questions which have long agitated and 
divided the people and their representatives. The 
present product of the lands is small. General pros- 
perity must first prevail before it can be materially 
augmented. The first is certain; the last is full of 
contingency. Should the rehance fail, the nation 
may lament, but it cannot correct the error. A com- 
ery ine from the secretary of the treasury, of the 

th of the present month, shows that the sum actu- 
ally received from lands sold in the last quarter of 
1842,so far as shown by returns re- 

ceived, is in gross - - - 
And the estimated amount from sales at 
those offices from which returns for 

December, 1842, have not been receiv- 

ed, taking the receipts of December, 

1841, as the baseg of the estimate, is 110.426 35 


$254,513 37 





Making, together, the sum in gross - 364,935 32 





Or for a whole year, at the same rate, the 


grosssum of = - - - - 1,459,741 28 





The proceeds of the sales of the public lands for 
the last six years (not extending to that of 1836, 
which was of extraordinary inflation) will be seen 
from the following table: 




















P }Aimvuns puld 
Years. Acres. Purchase nto the Trea- 
money. vith 

1837 - - [5,601,103 12)$7,007,523 04) $6,776,236 52 
1333. - ,© 13,414,907 42) 4,305,564 65) 3,051,939 47 
1839 - ’. 14,976,382 87) 6.464.556 7+| 7,076,447 35 
1840 .- - |2,236,889 74| 2 789 637 5:| 3.292. 6x3 29 
1841 - - |1,164.796 JT) 1.463.264 OF 1,365,627 42 
1842 to Sept. 859.031 Om] 1,079 366 4: 1.091.633 95 





An annual average is thus furnished of $3,708,762 
16;. It will be perceived that the sales of the two 
Jast years have been far below the average. It willbe 
perceived, also, that the sales have greatly fallen off 
during the last two years It is not known whether 
the same efforts have been made recently as hereto- 
fore to press the sales. 


Whatever may be the rates of interest proposed 


for the new loan, the obligations to meet it cannot be | 


supplied by the proceeds of the lands withouta 
great increase in the demand for them. At three 
per cent., six millions will be required; and if the 
full rate of six per cent. be allowed, (which is not 
to be expected), twelve millions must be received 
annually. 

The same recent report of the secretary of the 
treasury shows that the cash duties accruing at the 
several ports from which returns have been receiv- 
ed, amount, during the last quarter, to $3,116,370 73. 
The additional amount of $1,436,565 24, received 
on bonds formerly given, cannot properly be regard- 
edin the estimate of actual revenue from imports, 
as it 1s only the result of previous importations. The 
estimate would not be just that, after a change from 
low to high duties on many articles, should be found- 
ed merely on these returns. But, making every al- 
lowance for temporary causes in diminished impor- 
tations, and the whole amountof public revenue 
from customs, even should a considerable increase of 
duties be provided by law, would be required for the 
existing wants of the government. ‘The annual re- 
ceipts at the custom-houses, agreeably to the above 
standard, would be $12,455,481 92. These mini- 
mnm receipts are not offered as a standard of future 
revenue; they prove, however, that no immediate op- 


portunity is afforded for devoting even a portion of 


the customs to the exclusive payment of interest on 
anew and voluntary public debt. There are, be- 
sides many difficulties in the way of increasing the 
rates of imposts. A tariff law is always passed un- 
der circumstances of embarrassment and difficulty: 
conflicting interests are to be reconciled, and oppos- 
ing judgments are to be conviriced, before it can 
force its passage. It encounters so much delay and 
doubt at all times, that assistance from such a quar- 
tercan scarcely be hoped for by the friends of the 
present scheme. 

lt is not easy to determine whether the present 
condition of the country, deplorable as it is, pre- 


sents an aspect more threatening with disaster than 
that which immediately preceded it. The past was 
an era of inflation, the present is one of collapse. 
Now moneyed corporations are every where crip- 
pled. In proportion to their former activicy and 
seeming power, is their present benumbed and 
feeble state. Scareely a capitalist has escaped with- 
out severe loss from mere investments, and many are 
ruined from no other cause. Confidence is denied 
even in ordinary transactions of business. The most 
daring wantonness of speculation is put at rest. Do- 
mestic goods have accumulated until they are a drug. 
The national exchequer is made to feel this general 
stagnation. Even the last expedient of the thriftless 
—borrowing itself—has partially failed. Under 
these circumstances, if currency could be infused 
with the natural effect of its redundant supply, it 
might bring back for a season a swollen and exagge- 
rated condition of business, that could not be more 
lasting than it was in times past. Then corpora- 
tions abounded and recieved too easy confidence; ca- 
pitalists received rates of interest from investments 
in them that they deemed as secure in the future as 
they were brilliant in present return; mutual deal- 
ings were not only marked by unhesitating mutual 
trust, but they grew into speculation which almost 
entirely usurped the place of sober business. The 
lesson of calamity is now learned by heart. It is 
less exciting, but perhaps not less wholesome, than 
the wild intoxication of half a dozen years azo. If 
the disposition to profit by it be as sincere as the mo- 
ment is opportune, the country may find its way 
through the dark hour of distress, and assume a 
healthier'tone than any it possessed. amidst the dan- 
gers and the excesses of artificial health. Its condi- 
tion, although critical, is not desperate, its energies 
are unimpaired; its resources undiminished. When 
all the surplus productions of a fertile soil shall find 
a profitable market, prosperity will gradually but 
surely return. A fairly reciprocal arrangement with 
the populous nations of Europe, which should open 
their ports to all the staple commodities of the U. 
States, would encourage industry and hasten the re- 
turn of better times. 

Whatever may be the meritsof the plan of the 
memorialists, doubts ought no longer to. exist of its | 
ultimate fate. If it be wise, salutary, and practica- | 
ble; if the right be perfect and the obligation clear, | 
let it be carried cheerfully into effect. If the re- | 
verse be true, how disastrous may be the conse- 
quences of its open and unsettled state! Expecta- 
tions are in that view kept in restless anxiety which 
can never be gratified. Reliance is invited which | 
must prove not only delusive but disastrous. What| 
state, in the full hope of relief from the general go- 
vernment, can summon its own energies to its res- 
cue? If it could, the temptation to delay and further 
liability are too powerful to be encouraged. The 
nation suffers while the question is undecided. If, | 
indeed, the vast load of foreign debt can and ought 
'to be discharged. and the sacred duty is not per- 
formed, if that ability be not only obvious but of 
easy exercise, the absence or the delay of efficient | 
action 1s justly matter of reproach and increasing 
obloquy. Let the question be decided at once and 
foreve., for ourselves and for the world. 

The committee recommend the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That it is not expedient to grant the 
prayer of the memorialists, and thatthe committee 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
subject. 





-_—— - 


MINORITY REPORT. 


The minority of the committee of ways and means, 





assenting to most of the reasons and to the conclu- 


‘ 


| the prayer of the memorialists, asking the federal gov- 
ernment to issue $200,000,009 of public stock in aid 
of the debts of the states, would also urge, in addi- 
tion, (without pretending to go into anything like a 
full development of their reasons,) that they deem 
the exercise of such a power, on the part of the ge- 
neral government, unauthorized by the constitution. 
| The minority have always been induced to believe 
that the federal constitution was a compact to which 
| the states acceded, and became parties; and that the 
| powers of the governmentaccrued from that compact, 
and were defined in it. Before congress is authoriz- 
edto act upon any subject-matter, it must first be such 
, subject, over which power is specifically granted in 
that instrument, or clearly to be inferred as absolutely 
| necessary to carry out some granted power. They 
can see no positive grant of power to congress to au- 
thorize them to do what the memorialists desire. 
T’o assume such a debt, and to create such a stock, 
binding upon posterity, isa very high exercise of 
sovereign power, and is, in itself, independent and 
substantive, and cannot be inferred as incidental to a 





| sions presented in the report of the majority against | 


There is a clause in the constitution which decta. 
res that ‘“‘congress shall have power to lay and collect 
taxes, duties, imposts and excises, and provide for 
the common defence and general welfare cf the U. 
States.” (Sec. 5.) This power was not given to 
pay the debts of the several states of this union, but 
to pay the debts of the ‘‘ United States.” These words 
define the confederacy of states as a whole, and as 
contradistinguished from the se parate and independent 
states. ‘To assume that this power was given to au- 
thorize the governmet to pay the debts of the sepa- 
rate states, contracted solely for their benefit and for 
their local purposes, is to allow the different states to 
contract debts, and. through the federal government, 
to bind others to pay them; which would make this 
government subservient to local interests and to state 
authority, and absorb ‘‘the general welfare of the U. 
States.” If this should be the established poinciple 
of the government, it would be directly stimulating 
each state into a wild career of reckless speculation, 
which would inevitably end in their separate exis. 
tence, or in a consolidated despotism, where even 
their boundaries would be forgotten, amid the univer- 
sal despair that would follow the overthrow of con- 
stitutional liberty. 


The terms ‘“‘general welfare,” in the constitution, 
were designed as a mere declaration of extreme cau- 
tion; and the true intent and meaning of those who 
used them was, that they should be a limitation to the 
apparently absolute and uncontrolled power given in 
the same clause—‘‘to lay and collect taxes,” “topay 
the debts,” &c. It was intended that this power 
should not be used wantonly or unjustly; but that con- 
gress should strictly consult that ‘general welfare of 
the United States,” and carry out the same only by 
confining its full exercise to objects specially enu- 
merated in that instrument, and which are thereby 
declared to be natioual. These powers were not in- 
tended to be applied to local interests, or to state 
debts; but to those great national objects which were 
specifically declared by grants of power to be within 
the jurisdiction of the general government. 


It is not denied that this government is one 
of limited powers, and that the constitution is intend- 
ed to define these powers. By merely assuming that 
it is national, you cannot effect objects not enumerat- 
ed, or not essentialliy necessary to those that are.— 
The convention has precisely defined those objects or 
powers that are national, and congress cannot legally 
undertake to declare what shall also be national for 
other purposes not defined in the constitution. 


To do so, is todo nothing more nor less than to 
claim that congress shall set up its own discretion as 
to the objects of ‘general welfare,” instead of 
confining its action to the specific enumerated powers 
of the constitution itself. Ifthe “general welfare” 
be the only limitation on the discretion of congress, 
why then any enumeration of powers at all? All pow- 
er was at once given, and the judgment of congress 
was thereby declared to be the constitution of the 
confederacy. What right have we to set aside the 
judgment of the convention? They chose, by enu- 
merating the powers, to show what were intended to 
be national objects; and the very enumeration exclu- 
des the idea of legislation upon subjects not enume- 
rated. 

The minority consider the proposition to pledge 
the faith of this government for the redemption of 
4200,000,000 of public stock to relieve the states, or 
pay their debts, as involving the whole taxing power 
of this government. 


It isa proposition to tax posterity, not for the ex- 
istence and independence of the confederacy, but for 
purposes unknown to the constitution, and at war 
with those principles of liberty which secure to a free 
people the practical right to tax themselves alone, 
and to be protected from the lawless profligacy of 
those who may have assumed to bind them in all fu- 
ture time. 

In all civilized countries, the line which limits the 
power of government as to taxation, is the line that 
defines enlightened liberty. There are some of the 
states that owe nothing, and many but little, and to 
compe! them to become jointly liable, by the action 
of the federal goverment, for the debts of others the 
states, would be an act of such gross injustice to them, 
that it would create feelings hostile to the permanen- 
cy of the union. The strength of our union consists 
in the government acting with wise forbearance upon 
subjects of doubtful import—in doing exact justice to 
toall the parties—in imposing equal burdens—ane 
mildly shedding around, equal blessings upon all. By 
such a course, it will generate feelings of devoted at- 
tachment in a loyal-and free people, who will be ever 
ready to defend it from aggressions from abroad, or 
from treason at home. ; sist 

The strength of the government does not _— § 
in arbitrary or great power, but in the attachment 0 








grant over inferior, subjects. 





an intelligent people to those great principles which 
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make them free and equal. If the government as- 

sumes a doubtful power, the exercise of which cre- 

ates palpable injustice to whole communities, its ope- 

ration will alienate the feelings of those who suffer, 

and loosen the bonds that keep the confederacy to- 
ether. 

The creation of sucha government debt would 
only end in taxing the productive industry of the 
country for the benefit of stockholders and specula- 
tors. ‘Those who deal in government funds, and hve 
by the fluctuations of paper, might amass fortunes; 
but the great laboring class would be beyond the 
reach of its benefits, whilst they would be made final- 
ly to feel its burdens, in the future taxation of the 
government to meet the vast obligations thus incurr- 
ed. It is wild and visionary to suppose that the cre- 
ation of such stock would add anything to the nation- 
al wealth. It would only tend to make the industri- 
ous and solvent liable for the debts of the abandoned 
and profligate. The first immediate effect would be 
to swell expansion and stimulate a bloated paper cur- 
rency, which would be felt in foreign exchanges set- 
ting against us and a consequent demand for gold and 
silyer to adjust balances. It would place our local 
currency above the level of the currency of the world, 
and create a drain for ourspecie to equalise it. This, 
of course, would inevitably end in explosion, like the 
Mississippi bubble, or the French assignats. With- 
out intending to go into a full argument, but merely 
to suggest the general grounds of opposition, the mi- 
nority look upon the whole scheme as unconstitution- 
al, wild, and visionary, ami full of fraud and the 
grossest injustice. 

The undersigned, therefore, propose that the reso- 
Jution of the committee be amended, by adding there- 
to the following words: 

Resolved, further, That, to adopt the recommenda- 
tions of the said memorials, would be unconstitution- 
al, and dangerous to the harmony of the union. 

F. W. PICKENS, 
JOHN W. JONES, 
C. G. ATHERTON. 





TWENTY SEVENTH CONGRESS OF THE 
UNITED STATES—THIRD SESSION. 





SENATE. 

Fesrvanry 9. A resolution was adopted on motion 
of Mr. Woodbridge referring to the joint committee 
on the library, a letter from the collector of New 
York concerning a case of printed documents for- 
warded to the senate of the United States by the 
chamber of peers of France, and that the said com- 
mittee be authorised to deposite the said books, when 
they shall arrive, in the library of congress. 

Jackson’s fine. On motion of Mr. Linn; 

Resolved, ‘That the secretary of war be requested 
to send to the senate a copy of General Jackson’s 
letter to the war department, dated Nashville, Sep- 
tember 5, 1815, with a copy of the paper transmitted 
by General Jackson and signed by certain officers 
justifying the declaration of martial law and his o her 
acts having for their object the defence and safety of 


N. Orleans. 


The resolution calling for the correspondence of Gene- 
ral Cass, submitted by Mr. Benton, on the suggestion 
of Mr. Archer chairman of the committee on foreign 
relations that the call was already embraced in a pre- 
vious resolution introduced on a prior occasion, was 
withdrawn by Mr. Benton. 


' Mr. McDuffie’s resolutions were on the suggestion 
of Mr. Evans deferred being considered until] Monday 
next. 


water rotted hemp. ‘The joint resolution in relation 
to said agents was on motion of Mr. Critienden taken 
up. 
Mr. McDuffie opposed the resolution. Mr. Jre- 
head advocated it. Mr. King opposed it. The de- 
bate was continued by Mr. Crittenden, Bayard, Wood- 
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Fesruary 10). Oregon territory—Instructions of 
states. Mr. Linn presented resolutions from the 
general assembly of Missouri, stating that the title 
to the land claimed by the United States is just, and 
cannot be abandoned without a disgraceful sacrifice 
of national honor. That the full, absolute, and per- 
fect title is vested in the United States, and that the 
claim of any other power to it should be resisted.— 
That it isthe duty of government to protect to the 
fullest extent those citizens who had migrated to 
Oregon. That congress be requested to use such ex- 
ertions as will secure speedy and uncontrollable pos- 
session of the portion claimed by the United States. 
The resolutions were read and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. McRoberts presented the following preamble | 
and resolution of the assembly of Llinois: 

Whereas the title of the government of the United | 
States to the territory of Oregon is indisputable, and | 
the government of Great Britain is only entitled to| 
the joint occupation thereof by permission of the 
United States until notice shall be given for its ter- 
mination; and whereas Great Britain has taken ex- 
clusive possession of the choice parts of said terri- 
tory in direct violation of treaty, and with an utter 
disregard of the rights of the U. States; and where- 
as the safety of the title of the United States to said 
territory is greatly endangered by the concessions 
made in the late treaty relative to the boundary of 
Maine, by her rights to said territory not then being 
persisted in and made a part of said treaty, and will 
be more endangered by Jonger delay: and whereas 
the honorable Lewis F. Linn has lately introduced 
into the United States senate a bill providing for 
the settlement and protection of said territory: there- 
fore 

Resolved, &c. That our senators he instructed and 
our representatives requested to use their best efforts 
in support of said bill, &c. 


Relief of the states. Mr. Buchanan of Pennsylvania, 
presented a memorial from citizens of Pennsylvania 
in favor of the issue of two hundred millions of go- 
vernment stock. 





The army appropriation bill for the fiscal half year 
ending June 30, 1843, and vor the fiscal year ending 
30th June, 1844, on motion of Mr. Evans was taken 


-— cre ee ae nen 


the cause of science; and were they now to turn off 


this man, best qualified for this particular braneh of 


science, when he was just about to perfect a system 
that would benefit and perhaps enlighten all mankind? 
He trusted not. 

Mr. Tappan was of opinion that government should 
not encourage such speculations, and held that the 
theory of Professor Espy had been controverted by 
men of science. 

Mr. McRoberts asked the yeas and nays on the adop- 
tion of the amendment, which was ordered; and the 
vote stood as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Ber- 
rien. Buchanan, Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crit- 
tenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Kerr, Linn, Mangum, 
Miller. Porter, Rives. Simmons, Sprague, Sturgeon, 
fae oe Walker, White, Woodbridge, Woodbury— 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Fulton. McRoberts, 

McDuffie, Sevier, Smith, of Conneeticut, Smith, of In- 
diana, ‘Tappan, Wileox, Williams, Wright, Young—13. 
So the amendment was adopted. 
Mr. Merrick, chairman of the committee for the 
District of Columbia, moved to amend the bill so as 
to include the District of Columbia, to read thus:— 
‘‘And that each congressional and territorial district, 
and the District of Columbia, shall be entitled to have 
one cadet at said academy.” 


Mr. Berrien then moved to amend the bill by in- 
serting the following: 

Provided, That nothing in this section shall pre- 
vemt the appointment of an additional number of 
cadets, not exceeding ten, to he appointed at Jarge 
without being confined to a selection by congression- 
al districts. 

The motion, after a brief debate, was adopted; 
and all the amendments were concurred in, and 
ordered to be engrossed and the bill read a third 
time. 

The senate then went into executive session; and, 
after some considerable time spent therein, the doors 
were opened. 

And the amendments to the army appropriation 
bill having been reported correctly engrossed, the bill 
was read a third time and finally passed. 

On motion, the senate adjourned till 13th. 





up. 

The amendments proposed by the committee on 
finance were then read; they consisted, in effect—l1st. 
For arrearage for completing the barracks and quar- 
ters at fort Severn, $9.029 58. 2d. To make the 
appropriation for the medica} and hospital depart- 
ment $39,000, and include the survey from Albemarle 
Sound to the Atlantic. 3d. Appropriating $2,000 
for continuing the meteorological observations at the 
military posts, under the direction of the surgeon 
general. 4th. For the continuation of the improve- 
ments on the Missouri, Mississippi, Ohio, and Arkan- 
sas rivers, for the half calendar year $50,000, and for 
the fiscal year $100,000. 

The question was then taken on all the amend- 
ments, save that which relates to the appropria- 
tion for the meteorological observations, and they 
were adopted. 


Profr. Espy. . Mr. Benton preferred that the amend- 
ment for meteorological expenses should be passed 
over until the report of the surgeon general of the 
army in relation to the subject should have been ex- 
amined. Mr. Evans remarked that the head of the 
war department had recommended the appropriation 
notwithstanding the report of the surgeon general.— 
Mr. Linn defended the appropriation, and alluded to 
the research and capacities of Professor Espy and to 





Fesrvuary 13. Steamboat laws. Mr. Barrow pre- 


{sented a memorial from Cincinnati, signed by 2000 


citizens, asking congress to amend the steamboat law 
requiring iron steering rods to be used. 

North Carolina Resolutions. Mr. Graham presented 
several resolutions adopted by the legislature of North 
Carolina upon the subject of the compromise act, the 
bankrupt law, the veto power, and the relationship 
existing between the senator and the legislature. 

Pennsylvania Resolutions. Mr. Sturgeon presented 

the joint resolutions of the legislature of Pennsyl- 
| vania, instructing their senators to vote for the pay- 
ment of the fine imposed on general Jackson. 

German coin. Mr. Buchanan presented a memorial 
from Philadelphia asking congress to pass a law es- 
| tablishing the value of the German coin in like man- 
neras the value of the coin of France and England 
have been valued. 


Government stock. Mr. Buchanan presente’, from 
western Pennsylvania, a memorial signed by 600 or 
700 citizens, who state that Pennsylvania has been 
embarrassed by her internal improvements, and ask- 
ing for the issue of government stock for the relief of 
the state. 

Mr. Merrick moved to take up the resolution intro- 
duced by the committee on roads and canals, for the 
surrender of the stock of the government in the ca- 
nal to the cities of Alexandria, Georgetown and 





the importance of the subject and fatality at fort 


knowledge of Professor Espy on this particular de- 
partment could not be surpassed by that of the sur- 
geon geveral, and alluded to the extensive corres- 
pondence he had opened in respect to it with the 
scientific in all parts of the country and the import- 
ance of the subject. 





bury, Baghy, Buchanan, Benton, §&c. when Mr. Bagby 
moved an amendment restricting the price so as not 
to be greater than it would command in the northern 
markets, which was adopted, and the resolution was 


vote. 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay rd, Ben- 
ton, Berrien, Buchanan, Clayton, Crafis, Crittenden, 
Dayton. Evans, Huntington, Linn, McRoberts, Man- 
gum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Sinith, 








having the report of the surgeon general. 


wat , Gibson as evidences of the importance of meteoro- | 
Agents in Kentucky and Missouri for the purchase of | logical observations. Mr. Walker thought that the| 


‘ Washington. 


| Objections were made,but the senate agreed to con- 
| sider it by a vote of 23to 22. Mr. Merrick moved a 
| large number of amendments to the resolutions, which 
| he said would place the subject upon the precise foot- 
| ing desired by all parties. The amendments propos- 
ed were all] concurred in, and the bill was then re- 


Mr. Benton insisted on first| ported to the senate with an order for engrossment. 
Mr. Cal- 


| Mr. Benton offered a resolution, which lies over for 


_houn thought Mr. Espy will in after times be looked | one day, requesting the president of the United States 
upon as one of the greatest of scientific men of this | to communicate to the senate a copy of his instruc- 
age, yet its looking like the establishment of a new | ticns to Daniel Webster. esq. upon the oceasion of the. 
then ordered to a third reading by the following | bureau formed an insurmountable objection to it in| negotiations with Lord Ashburton in regard to the 


his mind. 
ment to pass, though he could not vote for it himself, 
and alluded to the great fund of meteorologic facts 


of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge, ment by the observations of the officers of the army. 


Young—27. 
NA YS—Messrs. Allen 


Mr. Buchanan expressed bis high opinion of Mr. 


Bagby, Calhoun, Fulton, | Espy and made allusion to the proceedings of the 


Henaerson, King, McDuffie, Rives. Sevier, Smith, of | Mational institute of France in respect to his disco- 
Conn. Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, | veries and observations. In August, 1842, an appro- 


Woodbury, Wright—17. 

The resolution was then read a third time and 
passed. ‘ 

The senate adjourned to the 10th. 


priation had been made to continue the meteorologi- 
cal observations, under the direction of the surgeon 
general, and Professor Espy was employed as a,sub- 
ordinate under him, and rendered eminent services to 





evolved during his administration of the war depart- | 


Mr. C. said he would like the amend-| late treaty. 





The resolutions submitted by Mr. McDuffie on the 19th 
' were then taken up, when 

| Mr. MeDuffie rose and addressed the senate on the 
| importance of the principles involved in the resolu- 
| tions until after 4 o’clook, p.m. He said he had in- 
troduced them for the consideration of the senate, 
from a profound sense of his duty as a senator, and 
without consultation with any human being. Sena- 
tors need not fear there was any oblique purpose in 
them; they had no other view than such as was clear- 
ly indicated on their face. He intimated that it might 
i be the policy of some parties to let evils remain with 
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those who were responsible for them, by way of ren- 
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dering‘them more edious to the country: but that was) 
net his policy; and he considered it the duty of every | 


individual, however powerless he might deem him- 
seif, to use every fair and honorable effort to redeem 
the conntry from its present embarrassment. 
a spectacle did this country present! Ina time of 
profound peace,and endowed with every blessing 
that God could give us, we find the whole land in 
one universal wide-spread distress. Were they, then, 
to stand still while the country was thus bleeding at 
every pore, indulging in mutual criminations and re- 
criminations, exclaiming, like the bloody Macbeth, 
“Thou can’st not say | did it?” No; it was rather the 
duty of every man earnestly to put his shoulder to 
the wheel, and do all that in him Jay to apply the 
remedy. He observed, en passant, that he considered 
both the great leading parties of the country some- 
‘what responsible for the evils that now exist. Pre- 
sident Jackson had certainly committed a very great 
error in removing the deposites of the public mo- 
ney, with injunctions almost amounting to a law, to 
furnish those accommodations which the United 
States bank had been in the habit of doing. Under 
that system every one was aware of what took place. 
All that had been predicted by the most sagacious 
actually occurred, and the currency of the country 
was expanded to a degree that had no parallel in the 
tide of time. Such was the wild delirium in every 
possible species of speculation, that penniless adven- 
turers entered into it to the tune of hundreds of 
thousands on the paper furnished them by the banks; 
and, as was the inevitable consequence, a general sus- 
pension followed. The administration then in pow- 
er showed the rare butconsummate wisdom of retra- 
cing their steps and acknowledging their error. It 
was determined then to disconne ct the government 
entirely from the banks, and a sub-treasury was es- 
tablished. ‘Thus far for their responsibility. What 
course had been adopted by the other party? Some 
of the leading statesmen, who, like himself, had coa- 
demned the policy of general Jackson in regard to 
the United States bank, had clamored for the re- 
establishment of a National bank, while others again 
were fixing on the state bank system as a kind of 
half-way louse. 
and it was alike the duty of both and cf every man 
to apply the remedy. 

Mr. McD. glanced at the resolutions which Mr. 
Evans had proposed to introdnce as a substitute for 
those he had the honor to submit; but he regarded 
them as a mere surface measure, and not at all cal- 
culated to reach the seat of the disease, the remote 
cause of which had been an alarming and most un- 
natural expansion of the paper currency. This cur- 


What | 


Thus both had been responsib!e 
if >| 





rency had been greatly reduced, but had not yet} 


reached its extreme point. After we had gone 


through all the evils brought upon us by a vitious| 


system of banking, what did gentlemen propose to 
do? To adopt a system by way of cure, when time 
and forbearance could alone effect it. 
bank of the United States nor exchequer board could 
reach the disease, Like a sick patient, they were 
continually calling for remedies, and, as was usual 
in such cases, mistaking both the complaint and re- 
medy. The only remedy was a sound and uniform 
currency—the currency of the constitution. It had 


been said by the friends of the banking system that} 


they did not desire expansion so much as to restore 
confidence. ‘That was the catchword. Confidence in 
what? In banks that make promises only to violate 
them? Confidence in a system that must always 
eventuate in like results? God forbid that such con- 
fidence should ever be restored! It would be like 
the confidence that Eve had in the serpent—mis- 
placed confidence, that led toruin. Would the pa 
per issues of banks add any thing to the wealth of 
the country?) Suppose seventy millions were added 


to-morrow to the currency, you would only add so! 


much paper but no wealth. The true remedy was 
to undo the mischief already done. 

Mr. McD. went on to give his reasons at length 
for the adoption of the whole series of the resolu- 
tions, dwelling with peculiar earnestness on that re- 
Jating to the tariif; contending that a mortal blow 
had been inflicted on the commerce of the country, 
a branch that had always sustained the government, 
kept afloat the navy, and maintained the army; that 
the only way to restore that expiring branch would 
be by knecking off the shackles that had been put 
onit. Do this, (said Mr. McD.) and J pledge my 
reputation that we shall have an abundant revenue 
for all the economical wants of the government. A 
tariff of 2U percent. in the general, and not exceed- 
ing 25 in any case, would give us ample resources. 
He dwelt wih peculiar emphasis on the injuries 
which the cotton planter was subjected to by th 


present tariff, which he pronounced so moustrous | 


Neither a! 
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Feprvary 14. The president presented a com- 
munication from the treasury department, in compli- 
ance with a resolution of 28th December last; call- 
ing for the ameunt of accruing duties during the 
third and fourth quarters of the past vear, and the 
value of imports and exports of the Jast quarter. 

The following resolution submitted yesterday by 
Mr. Benton (Mr. Archer simply protesting against its 
utility) was adopted: Resolved, that the president be 
requested to communicate to the senate, a copy of 
the commission, or letter of instructions, which may 
have been given to Daniel Webster, esq. secretary of 
state, to treat with Lord Ashburton, late special 
minister from Great Britain to the United States. 

The resolution relating to the conditional transfer 
of the stock of the United States in the Chesapeake 
and Ohio Canal to the state of Maryland and the dis- 
trict cities, was read a third time, and passed. 


The resolutions of Mr. McDuffie were then taken up. , 


Mr. Evans then addressed the senate for some 
hours in support of his substitute—when, 

Mr. Dayton said that he desired to move an amend- 
ment to the amendmentoffered by Mr. Evans, which 
was to strike out the third resolution and submit the 
following in its place. He would merely observe 
that he had no disposition to embark in the general 
discussion, and would feel gratified if the senate 
would indulge him for a few moments to-morrow, as 
the hour was now Jate and the body already some- 
what exhausted. The following amendment was 
then read: 

Resolved, That the distrust and obloquy cast upon 
the federal government, by reason of the failure of 
certain states to make prompt payment of their debts, 
is an unjust and unfounded imputation upon its cred- 
it and good faith: that, while this government de- 
plores the misguided policy of those states which 
have embarrassed themselves, it disclaims all Jiabili- 
ty, legally or morally, for such delinquency, while 
in vindication of its own unblemished faith and hon- 
or it appeals with confidence to its past history. 

Mr. Rives said he intended to have offered an 
amendment himself, which was to strike out the three 
last resolutions, and insert in their stead what he 
would read in his place, as follows: 

Resolved, That another. of the prominent causes 
which tend to prolong and increase the financial em- 
barrassments of the country, and to retard the ullti- 


mate restoration of public and private credit, is the | 


uncertainty and suspense thrown over the policy of 
this government in regard to the debts of the states, 
by the agitation of projects for the virtual assump- 


| tion of those debts by the authorities of the union.— | 


That while this uncertainty is permitted to exist, its 
mischievous effect is to foster delusive hopes of re- 
lief from a quarter whence it can never legitimately 
proceed, and to divert the attention of the indebted 
states from that timely and energetic application of 


their own resources to the fulfilment of their engage- | 


ments, which they would otherwise make, and which 
is the sole, natural, and proper reliance for the li- 
quidation of their respective liabilities. And it is 
therefore urgently demanded by the interests of the 
parties immediately concerned, as well as by those 
of the country at large, that congress should now ex- 


plicitly and unequivocally declare the views it en- | 


tertains of the appropriate and constitutional sphere 
of its powers and duties in relation to this subject. 

Resolved, ‘That, in the fundamental division and al- 
lotment of political power established by the consti- 
tution between the government of the union and 
those of the several states, there is no power or au- 
thority given to the former to provide for the pay- 


ment of the debts incurred by the latter in virtue of | 
their undoubted competence, and within their sepa- | 
rate and exclusive jurisdiction; that any attempt by | 


the general government thus to assume and impose 
upon the people of the union the debts of individual 


states, would be not merely a gross perversion of the | 
’ ) S 


trusts confided to it, but an utter annihilation of that 
wholesome and necessary relation between power 
and responsibility which is the vital principle of all 
representative government. That such an arbitrary 
and unauthorized transfer of burdens, from those who 
created, and should alone be responsible for them, to 
others who are alien alike to their origin and their 
benefits, involves so flagrant a violation of the prin- 
ciples of justice, that it could not but most seriously 
impair the harmony, and ultimately jeopard the 
union of the states, and that any expectation, there- 
fore, that this government will at any time, now or 


| hereafter, assume or provide for the payment of the 


debts of the individual states, directly or indirectly, 
is wholly unwarranted and illusory. 

Resolved, That a just sentiment of respect for the 
character of sovereign states, incurring pecuniary 
obligations by a deliberate act of the public will and 
a solemn pledge of the public faith through their 


nd so unjust, that the only wonder was how the | constitutional and appropriate organs, forbids the ap- 
| prehension that any of the states of this union will 


igh-spirited sons of the south could bear it. 





fail to eall forth their utmost reseurces for the final 
redemption of their engzarements, pre ferring every 
sacrifice to dishonoy, and proud to jliustrate that jea- 
lous spirit of independence which belongs to free 
republican states, by a stern and strenuous reliance 
on their own faculties for deliverance from their pre- 
sent temporary embarrassments. 
| Mr. Merrick of Md. believing the subject would 
‘lead to an endless debate and unwise and unprofita- 
ible discussion to the prejudice of all the important 
|matter that must be considered between this time and 
the 4th March next, gave notice that he would to- 
/morrow, move to lay the whole subject on the table. 

Mr. Allen hoped the subject would not be laid on 
the table, but that the senate would come to a direct 
Vote, setting at rest forever their views on the doc- 
a of assumption of state debts. 

Mr. Buchanan saw much force in the remarks of 
the senator from Maryland, and referred to Mr. 
| Calhoun’s resolutions relating to the Creole and Mr. 
| Clay’s abstract resolutions previous to his late resig- 
‘nation,as consuming weeks of debate and leading to no 
\useful result. He feared such would be the case 
‘here, unless the matter be disposed of by being laid 
upon the table. He should insist that the commit- 
_tee of finance should report on the subject of assump- 
‘tion. The various memorials referred to that com- 
mittee opened the subject to their consideration. 
| Mr. Walker asked that the vote should be taken on 

each of the several resolutions by yeas and nays, 
without further debate. 

| Mr. Calhoun would suggest that it be postponed till 
to-morrow, as the senate was now thin. He coneur- 
red in the views taken by the senators from Ohio, 
(Mr. Allen,) and Virginia, (Mr. Rives,) that the sen- 
ate was bound togive its opinion on the subject. It 
was due to the states and to themselves, that all am- 
biguity on the the right of the general government to 
assume the states’ debts should be removed, and he 
hoped there would be a full attendance of the senate. 

Mr. Evans [in reply to a query from Mr. Simmons] 
stated that he offered his resolutions merely as ap- 
/pendages to those of the gentleman from S. Caroli- 
na, not as substitutes. 
| Mr. McDuffie would like to have addressed a few 
remarks in reply to the senator from Maine, but in 
the spirit of business, would waive further discus- 
sion, and on motion, the senate adjourned. 

Fesruary 15. The president presented a joint 
resolution from the territorial assembly of lowa, ask- 
ing that the government will purchase all the lands 
of the Indians lying within the territory. 

Also, the credentials of the hon. W. H. Hayward, 
senator elect from the state of North Carolina for 
six years from and after the 4th March next; and Mr. 
Tallmadge the credentials of the hon. Silas Wright, 
senator elect from the state of New York for six 
years from and after the 4th March next. 

Mr. Linn, presented a memorial from citizens of 
Missouri, in relation to a settlement of the Oregon. 
They propose that congress should make a road from 
a point on the Platte river through the pass of the 
Rocky mountains. Also, resolutions of the legisla- 
ture of Missouri, in relation to the improvement of the 
great swamps in the southeastern portion of Missouri. 

Canal around the falls of the Ohio. Mr. Benton 
presented a memurial signed by forty-eight masters 
of steamboats on the western waters, praying the 
construction of a canal round the falls of the Ohio 
on the Indiana side. The memorialists state that 
their business will not allow them to pay the enor- 
mous toll exacted by the canal on the other side, and 
‘affirm that there are obstructions which unfitted it 
for general use. 

Mr. Walker, thought the canal on the Kentucky 
side was not adapted to the commerce of the west, 
nor suited for the admission of modern boats. There 
were projecting rocks which sometimes materially 
injured some of the boats of the largest size. He 
thought, however, that nothing could be done to im- 
prove the canal until it was seen that government 
|was determined to do something. He would go for 
granting land to the state of Indiana to make the 
canal on her side, provided she undertook to make it 
| free or of moderate toll. 
| Mr. Smith, of Indiana, did not feel satisfied to let 
the memorial be referred without a single word. He 
concurred fully with the petitioners in the necessity 
of the contemplated improvement of the navigation 
of the Ohio river at the falls; and he felt assured 
that the opinion he had long entertained, and which 
he had repeatedly urged upon the senate, would be 
ultimately found to be correct, that a canal on the 
Indiana side of the falls mast be constructed of suf- 
ficient capacity to pass boats of the largest class with 
the aseending and descending commerce of that great 
western thoroughfare. He said the tolls on the Louis 
ville and Fortland canal had ran up to their maxi- 
mum of eighteen per cent. on the stock, which was 
most onerous on the commerce of the river—while 
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a few years more would show, if it was not actually | 
the case now, that the incapacity of a single pass 
would amount to a positive obstruction to the trade 
of the river at the falls. é 
this matter satisfactorily settled at this session, which 
is nearly expired; but he trusted and hoped that west- 
ern senators who may be hereafter called to the dis- 
charge of duties here would press the matter to a re- 
sult satisfactory to the west. 

Mr. Tappan expressed the opinion that the body of 
the river might be improved so as to supercede the 
necessity of a canal, by cutting away a particular 
limestone formation. 

(Mr. McDuffie’s resolutions.| The senate then pro- 
ceeded to the discussion of the special order, being 
‘he resolutions of Mr. McDuffie; when— 

Mr. Dayton rose and addressed the senate for near 
hour in support of the amendment he had offered 
the third resolution of the amendment of Mr. 

vans. He had offered it because that resolution 
emed to concede the loss of national credit, which 

: was by no means prepared to admit. 

Mr. D. then went on to defend the honor of the 
sneral government, maintaining that it would con- 
ast—ay, proudly contrast—with any of the king- 
yms of the old world. He spoke of the scrupulous 
gard manifested by the general government to meet 
l its engagements, as was apparent in all its past 
story; and said, when he considered the resources 
i this great country, its youth, energy, and compa- 
itive freedom from debt, and heard its credit de- 
ried abroad by those who had not the tithe of its 
esources, he felt indignant thatthe slander had not 
very where been rebuked. When Mr. Dayton clos- 
d his remarks, which were listened to with respect- 
ul attention on all sides— 

Mr. Merrick, in pursuance of the notice he gave 
‘esterday, after some prefatory remarks, moved to 
ay the whole subject on the table. 

Mr. Walker asked for the yeas and nays. 

The question was then taken on Mr. .Merrick’s mo- 
tion to lay the whole subject on the table, and de- 
cided im the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head, Phelps, Porter. Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, 
Sprague, ‘l'allmadge, White, Woodbridge—24, 








- ee ee 


Mr. Smith, of Va., moved that the committee rise. Comet and Emporium. ‘The bill giving indemnity, 
Before the question was takei— received from the English government, for losses of 
Mr. Fillmore asked to be permitted to make a word | slaves in these two vessels, was nexttakenup. The 


He did not expect to see | of explanation; and the floor having been yieided to, senate had amended the phraseology of the bill, and 





him for that purpose— the question was upon its passage. The previous 
He said that he thought that very unnecessary re-| question was moved, and the bill passed. 
marks had been made as well by hiscolleague (Mr.| Mr. Giddings, of Ohio. on a motion to reconsider, 
Roosevelt) as by the gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. | spoke at length against the bill, contending that hav- 
Proll.) on the a gy aoe, fF the ge | ing sailed meee re queer h dnote were by 
ut, in consequence of the supposed intimacy of the’ slaves. and that our diplomatic agents had no rig 
latter gentleman with the leading persons in the ad-! to spend their time and the money of the whole na- 
ministration, Mr. F. considered it his duty to take tion in pursuing claims for what the majority of the 
a - st ag wpe he Ayes said. He ry" in his | people of i ‘ewe by Sy dual ga leas as 
and the official reply of the secretary of the trea-| property. Mr. G. alluded to the vote of censure 
sury to the letter Mr. F. had yesterday had the honor upon himself at the last session, and accused one of 
oF Teneiag, wart utrang wt in Bs srg — — the members from the old rie re lita fot 
“i “ik r € € r i 2 2 
what had -been said here, he wished now to state that| voting for the resolution of oeosure;’ 
the secretary in this letter said, that, on areview of| Mr. Cushing was the gentleman referred to, and he 
the whole condition of the revenue, both as to esti-| rose to reply, and defended himself from Mr. G.’s 
mated receipts and expenditures, there would be on personal attack, and then examined Mr.’G.’s argu- 
the Ist day of January next a balance in the treasury, ment. Mr. C. asked if the states of the south were 
of $390,627, and this without the imposition of any addi- | to be deprived of the benefit and protection of the 
tional duly, and proceeding on the assumption that the , general government because they had rights and in- 
expenditures would equal the estimates. But since terests which were not common to all other states?— 
the house had, on the navy bill alone, cut down the Justas well said Mr. C. might there be a refusal on 
sum estimated by about four and a half millions there | the part of Kentucky to co-operate in defending the 
could be no just cause of alarm as to our financial property in a whale ship of Massachusetts because 
rospects. /there were no whale ships in Kentucky. Mr. C. 
7 Mr. Pickens inquired whether the secretary asked protested against the theory and ainiant action of 
for authority to re-issue any treasury notes? Mr. Fill-, the gentleman from Ohio, as tending to the destruc- 
more said, only such as should come in. tion of the union. 

The committee thereupon rose and reported pro-| Mr. rnold moved to Jay the motion to reconsider 
ress. ,on the table. The yeas and nays were asked and 
. California. The Speoker,on the suggestion of Mr.! ordered, and the motion was carried by yeas 140 to 
Fillmore, laid before the house the following message | navs 38. 
from the president of the U. States: | [Mr. Giddings here reported to the speaker an in- 

Washington, Feb. 8, 1843. | fringement upon the proprieties of congressional de- 
ai o a aa erga fs gee States: rity on Oe BAT oe ra ont of ap tan Af- 
erewith transmit to the house of representa-' ter a few explanations the matter was dropped. 
tives, in answer to their resolution of the 28th ul- | Arbitrary removals from office. ‘The unfinished busi- 
timo, a report from the secretary of state. | ness being the following resolution, (originally offered 

_ JOHN TYLER. | by Mr. Toland, but not received, and subsequently 

“i ee of wrt yoga nig bo 2, en ; | Aga a r" of call of the states for resolutions by 
1e secretary of state, to whom hasbeen referred) Mr. Fessenden: 

the resolution of the house of representatives of the) Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 

28th ultimo, requesting the president to make known) rected to inform this house whether any charges have 





NA YS—Messrs. Alien. Archer, Bagby, Benton,Buch- 
anan, Calhoun, fulton, King, Linn, McDuthe, McRob- 
erts, Mangum, Rives, Sevier, Smith. of Connecticut, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Wood- 
bury, Wright, Young—23. . 

Mr. Rives then immediately submitted the resolu- 
tions, inserted above, and they wére laid on the table. 

The senate proceeded to the consideration of ex- 
ecutive business; and, after some considerable time 
spent therein, adjourned. 


-_-— 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuurspay, Fes.9. Mr. Barnard, from the com- 
mittee on the judiciary, to which was referred the 
bill from the senate entitled ‘‘an act for the relief of 
Richard Henry Wilde,” reported the same without 
amendment. 

Coast survey. Mr. Fillmore begged to ask when 
the select committee on the coast survey would re- 

ort? 

Mr. Mallory said next week. 

Mr. Fillmore thought it would be too late for action 
of the committee on ways and means. 

Mr. 4yecrigg asked leave to report his views on the 
investigation. 

The Speaker was about to entertain the report, 
when 

Mr. Wise objected and raised the point of order, 
that the gentleman from N. Jersey, being only one of 
a committee of five, had no right to make a report 
before the majority had reported. 

A rambling discussion took place upon this point 
of order, in which another subject, not relevant to this 
at all, was brought up by Mr. W. C. Johnson, viz: the 
report of the committee on ways aid means against 
his 200,000,000 scheme. Mr. J. contended that this, 
too, was a minority report, but Mr. J. R. Ingersoll dis- 
puted the assertion, and called upon the committee 
present to'sustain him, which they did. 

The previous question was moved upon the ques- 


tion to print the report, and the printing was or- 


dered. 


Oregon. A bill was reported by Mr. Reynolds chair- 
man of the select committee on this subject and re- 


ferred to the committee of the whole house. 
Report of commissioners of patents. 


McClellan, to 10,000, were ordered to be printed. 


to that body, “if not incompatible with the public at any time been preferred to the department against 
|interest whether gny information is in possession of | Jonathan Roberts, late collector‘of the port of Phil- 
the government of the United States as to the nego-  adelphia, relative to his discharge of the duties of 
tiation of a treaty, or of overtures to treat, for the’ said office; and if any have been, that he be directed 
cession of California by Mexico to England,” has | to furnish copies of the same. Also, that he trans- 
the honor to report that no information is in posses- | mit to this house copies of any order, instruction, or 
sion of the government of the United States of any request addressed to the said Jonathan Roberts to re- 
negotiation of a treaty, or of any overtures to treat,! move or appoint any subordinate officers of the cus- 
for the cession of California by Mexicoto England. | toms at the port of Philadelphia. Also, a copy of 
DANIEL WEBSTER. | the order or letter dismissing him from the office of 
To the President of the U. States. | the collector of said port. And copies of all letters 
Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. and papers in possession of the department relating 
And the house adjourned. | to the subjects embraced in this resolution. 
Frivay, Fes. 10. Oregon. On motion of Mr.| The pending question was on the demand for the 
Everett the vote referring the report from the select previous question. Mr. Weller moved that the reso- 
/committee to the committee of the whole, was recon- | Jution be Jaid on the table. By yeas 77, noes 102 
sidered, and the report was referred, as had been; Mr. Weller’s motion was negatived, and the resolu- 
the senate bil], to the committee of foreign affairs. | tion was then adopted. 
Lf ‘5 . (ff yi Pp . . . 
Pebesvck, hoe Mr. F coe eee the comaeeeten | The army appropriation bill, as amended by the sen- 
of ways ne grat reported * atl to cle i ate was then taken up. The appropriation of §2,- 
ee f “iy eck mara ond or wrenvary haat 64 2p tithe the | 000 for the meteorological observations being consid- 
wants of the government require it; which wasread | ered, Mr. Cave Johnson opposed it. Mr. Filimore re- 
twice and referred. 


| marked that it was strongly recommended by the se- 
5 } +) | ° & ryt: ° r 
A debate now commenced in relation to state Messrs. Read, Tillinghast, McKen- 


; | cretary of war. 

debts generally, and the repudiation attributed to nan, and Ch. Brown, advocated the appropriation. 

Mississippi particularly, which for want of room| yy. Smith, of Va. was opposed to having a “bureau 

in this number, we defer to our next, with a view of | of storms” as well as to having a home department 

inserting it then more at large. j; metamorphosed from the patent office. Mr. S. con- 
District of Columbia. The house went into com-| 


; .).. | Sidered the enlarging of the powers of this govern- 
mittee of the whole, and resumed the consideration ;ment as dangerous and for one he would lift his war- 
of a bill providing a lunatic asylum for insaue of the | ning voice here against it. Mr. Pickens thought a 
District, and after progress again rose. . | lecturer on the winds was quite unnecessary, since 
| doc Wait aieeke bse ARR yon te army appropria- | we had already, within this cave of Holus, two hun- 
| te » W APNeC “| dred and forty two gentlemen, all fully capable of 

with certain amendments, (requiring commitinent), | lecturing on that subject. (A laugh.) He hoped 
was taken up and referred to the committee of the| that the item would be rejected; that they would all 
whole on the state of the union, and the amendments | 244 as able professors of this noble science. 

were ordered to be printed. And then the house) “Mp, Holmes was for retaining the item for the very 
adjourned. reason his colleague had argued for striking out; 


On motion of 
Mr. Briggs 5,000 copies amended on motion of Mr. 


Monpay, Fes. 12. Domestic hemp. The joint re- 
solution upon the appointment of agents in Kentuc- 
ky and Missouri, for the purchase of water rotted 
hemp, was taken up as amended by thesenate. (The 
amendment provides that the hemp shall not cost the 
government any more than the same quality may be 
bought for in the seaport towns.) 

A motion was made to lay this resolution on the ta- 
ble; the ayes and nays were asked and ordered, and 


The Oregon bill from the senate, was received and | were ayes 52, nays 107; the motion was negatived, 


referred to the committee on foreign affairs. 
District of Columbia. 


The house resolved itself | amendment of the senate, 


and the question being upon concurring with the 
Mr. L. W. Andrews mov- 


into committee of the whole on business connected |ed the previous question, which was sustained, and 


with the district and after proceedings thereon. 





the amendmeut was agreed to. 


there were so many storms on that floor that he hoped 
for God’s sake that gentlemen would appoint a com- 
petent officer to regulate them. (Laughter.) 

The question being about to be taken, tellers were 
demanded; when the vote was reported to stand, ayes 


| 76, nays 77. So the amendment of the senate was 


rejected. 

The next amendment was “for the continuation of 
the improvements on the Missouri, Mississippi, Ohio, 
and Arkansas rivers, for the half calendar year $50,- 
000, and for the fiscal year $100,000.” 

Mr. Filmore said that there was no gentleman on 
that floor that more desired the appropriation pro- 





posed by this amendment than he did; and as an evi- 
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dence of this he had prepared a bill making this very 
appropriation, and intended to move that that bill be 
nexttaken up; and it appeared to him that the item 
was wholly out of place in this bill, and a very grave 
question was raised by the fact of its having been 
sent to the house as an amendment from the other 
branch of the legislature. 


Messrs. Triplett, and Reynolds, advocated the | 
amendment, and before the debate concluded the 
committee rose. 

State of the treasury. On the suggestion of Mr. 
Wise, the speaker Jaid before the house the following 
message from the president of the United States: 

Washington, February 13, 1843. 
To the house of representatives: 

I herewith transmit to the house of representa- 
tives a report made to me on the 9th instant by the 
secretary of the treasury, on the subject of the pre- 
sent and prospective condition of the finances. 

You will perceive from it that even if the receipts 
from the various sources of revenue for the current 
year shall prove not to have been overrated, and the 
expenditures be restrained within the estimates, the 
treasury will be exhausted before the close of the 
year; and that this will be the case, although autho- 
rity should be given to the proper department to re- 
issue treasury notes. But the state of facts exist- 
ing at the present moment cannot fail toawaken a 
doubt whether the amountof revenue for the res- 
pective quarters of the year will come up to the esti- 
mates, nor is it entirely certain that the expendi- 
tures which will be authorized by congress may not 
exceed the aggregate sum which has hitherto been 
assumed as the basis of the treasury calculations. 

Of all the duties of the government, none 1s more 
sacred and imperative than that of making adequate 
and ample provision for fulfilling with punctuality 
its pecumary engagements and maintaining the pub- | 
Jic credit inviolate. Any failure in this respect, not| 
produced by unforeseen causes, could only be regard- 
ed by our common constituents as a serious neglect 
of the public interests. 1 feel it, therefore, to bean 
indispensable obligation, while so much of the ses- 
sion yet remains unexpired asto enable congress to 
give to the subject the consideration which its great 
importance demands, most earnestly to call its at- 
tention to the propriety of making further provision 
for the public service of the year. 

The proper objects of taxation are peculiarly 
within the discretion of the legislature, while itis 
the duty of the executive to keep congress duly ad- 
vised of the state of the treasury, and to admonsh 
it of any danger which there may be ground to ap- 
prehend of a failure in the means of meeting the ex- 
penditures authorised by law. 

It ought not therefore to dissemble my fears that 
there will be a serious falling off in the estimated | 
proceeds both of the customs and the public lands. 
[I regard the evil of disappointment in these respects 
as altogether too great to be risked, if by any possi- 
bility it may be entirely obviated. 

While I am far from objecting, under present cir- 
cumstances, to the recommendation of the secreta- 
ry, that authority be granted him to re-issue treasury 
notes as they shall be redeemed, and to other sug- 
gestions which he has made on this subject, yet it 
appears to me to be worthy of grave consideration 
whether more permanent and certain supplies ought 
not to be provided. The’ issue of one note in re- 
demption of another is not the payment of a debt. 
which must be made in the end by some form of 
public taxation. 

[ cannot forbear to add, that, in a country so full 
of resources, of such abundant means, if they be 
but judiciously called out, the revenues of the go- 
vernment, its credit, and its ability to fulfil all its ob- 
ligations, ought not to be made dependent on tempo- 
rary expedients, or on calculations of an uncertain 
character. The public faith in this, as in all things 
else, ought to be placed beyond question and be- 
yond contingency. 

The necessity of further and full provision for 
supplying the wants of the treasury will be the more 
urgent, if congress, at this present session, should 
adopt no plan for facilitating the financial operations 
of the government and improving the currency of 
the country. By the aid ofa wise and efficient mea- 
sure of that kind, not only would the internal bust- 
ness and prosperity of the country be revived and 
invigorated, but important additions to the amount 
of revenue arising from importations might also be 
confidently expected. Not only does the present 
condition of things in relation to the currency and 
commercial exchanges produce severe and distress- 
ing embarrassments in the business and pursuits of 
individuals, but its obvious tendency is to create also 
a necessity for the imposition of new burdens of tax- 
ation, in order to secure the government and the 
country against discredit, from the failure of means 
to fulfil the public engagements. JOHN TYLER. 


_The estimated receipts during the 
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Treasury department, February 9, 1843. | 
Sir: Pursuant to your direction, I have the honor 
to submit my view of the prospective condition of 
this department for the current year: 
The balance in the treasury on the 
Istof January last, appears as well 
as can be ascertained at this time 
to have been $2,840,041 72 
year 1843, are as follows: 
Customs $13,000,000 00 
Lands 2,500,000 00 
Miscellaneoussources 100,000 00 
Loan & treasury notes 4,883,358 36 





$20,483,358 36 
$23,323,400 08 





Aggregate of means | 


The estimate of expenditure dur- 
ing the year is as follows: 
Civil&miscellaneous $4,445,122 00 
Military services, &c. 9,286,428 00 
Naval service 7,881,223 00 
Interest on loan and 
treasury notes 1,320,000 00 





$22,932,773 00 





Estimated balance on Ist Jan. 1844, $390,627 08 
It will be seen that this estimate makes no provi- 
sion for the amounts which may be required to meet 
the appropriations for private bills, or other objects 
beyond the official estimates, nor for the redemption 
of treasury notes, of which there are $11,068,977 69 
outstanding and redeemable during the year 1843. 
Of these, the whole except $2,402,390 56 carry in- 
terest after maturity, and will not probably be pre- 
sented for redemption. But the sum of $2,402,390 56, 
on whichthe interest ceases after the year from the 
date of issue, will require to be provided for, and 
will not only absorb the balance of $390,627 08, but 
will need a further supply of upwards of two mil- 
lions to maintain the public credit. I have propos- 
ed to the finance committees of congress to place 
these notes on the same footing in regard to interest 
as the other issues, and to authorise the department 
to re-issue such treasury notes as may be redeemed 
previous to July, 1844. Should this proposition be 
adopted by congress, the estimated balance of 
$390,627 08 will remain unaffected, except by such 
appropriations as may be made béyond the estimates. 
Believing it necessary that some further provision 
should be made by congress for the purpose of en- 
suring an amount of receipts that will enable the 
treasury to meet punctually all demands that are 
likely to be made uponit, I have this day addressed a 
communication to the chairman of the committee of 
ways and means, recommending duties upon tea and 
coffee, together with several other articles which ap- 
peared to be proper subjects of taxation. However 
desirable it may be to avoid this resort, it was thought 
to be imperatively called for by the condition of the 
finances and the state of the public credit. I have 
the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient 
servant, W. FORWARD, 
Secretary of the treasury. 

To the president of the U. States. 

The message having been read— 

A struggle followed for the floor, which the Speak- 
er awarded to 

Mr. Fillmore, who was about to submit a motion, 
when he yielded to a vociferous call for the reading 
of the communication from the secretary of the 
treasury which accompanied the message. 

And the communication having been read— 

Mr. Fillmore said it certainly was too late to go 
into the discussion of thissubject now. He perceiv- 
ed that the report of the secretary of the treasury 
was in substance the same as that which had been 
submitted to the house through the committee of 
ways and means, and which had been ordered to be 
printed. It was proper that the message of the pre- 
sident should be taken into consideration; and for the 
purpose of referring it at once, and as very little 
little time was left for action, he moved that the 
message and accompanying documents be referred to 
the committee on ways and means, and that they be 
printed. 

And he demanded the previous question. 

Mr. Wise asked Mr. F. to withdraw the motion, 
to enable him to move instructions to the committee 
to report on the condition of the finances, and on the 
ways and means of supplying the wants of the trea- 
sury in case a deficiency within the present year be 
deemed probable by the said committee. 

Mr. Fillmore. 1 cannot withdraw. 

Mr. Wise then proclaimed to the country, he said, 
that this was dodging the question of the finances.— 
The previous question was then seconded. The main 
question was ordered} and, being taken the message 
and accompanying documents were referred to the 





committee of ways and means and ordered to be 








ee en 


printed. Mr. Wise moved a reconsideration of the vote. 

Mr. W. said that he owned he felt some excite- 
ment from the way in which he had been treated by 
the chairman of the committee of ways and means. 
Mr. W said he asked what his (Mr. Fillmore’s) opin- 
ion was as to the prospect of a surplus of a deficit 
in the treasury; he had desired to know whether the 
committee had performed its duties and satisfied 
themselves as to the correctness of the executive re- 
port, and he asked now again for an expression of 
the gentleman’s own opinion. 

Mr. Fillmore asked if the gentleman appealed to 
him for a reply. 

Mr. Wise said he did. 

Mr. Fillmore observed that there was one remark 
in the message of the president which was very true 
viz: that it was the duty of the executive depart- 
ment to inform congress whether there was likely to 
be a deficit in the treasury; and the usage of the rO~ 
vernment had invariab}ly been that the house and its 
committee of ways and means looked to the secreta- 
ry of the treasury for mformation on those subjects. 
In the present case the committee had been waiting 
for information from the department, without which 
they were unable to act, and for want of which they 
had not acted, and Mr. F. had not made up a settled 
opinion in regard to it. The gentleman had com- 
plained of Mr. F’s course toward him, and had ac- 
cused him of evasion: but Mr. F. believed that, after 
hearing his replies, the gentleman had declared that 
he was satisfied—he had got all he wanted; so at least 
Mr. F. was informed by gentlemen round him. 

Mr. Wise. That I was satisfied that the gentleman 
had evaded the question. 

Mr. Fillmore said he would submit it to the house 
and to the country to say whether he had evaded the 
gentleman’s inquiries. He had told the gentleman that, 
on the subject touching which the gentleman ques- 
tioned him, he had made up no definite opinion, nei- 
ther had the committee. 

Mr. Wise here maintained, that Mr. Fillmore had 
a few days ago at his (Mr. W’s) seat, admitted that 
he did not entirely agree with the secretary’s re- 
port. 

Mr. Fillmore denied the import put upon his re- 
marks by Mr. Wise and would be glad to know whe- 
ther any gentleman near heard the reply differently 
from what | state. 

Mr. Wise.. Lcare not whether any one heard it 
or not. The gentleman declared that he declined 
giving any specific opinion—that is, entering into any 
calculation about the matter; but | here affirm, again, 
that he declared tp me here, at this desk, that hedid 
not agree in opinion with the secretary that the sur- 
plus he expected would exist. If the gentleman 
did not declare this to me then, standing at that cor- 
ner of my desk, I am not standing on this floor now. 
Mr. W. had told him that be knew distinctly enough 
what it was that Mr. W. wanted, viz: to know whe- 
ther he (Mr. F.) and the committee agreed with the 
secretary of the treasury: but that they were willing 
the secretary’s statement should go to the country, 
so that if the president should be compelled to call an ex- 
tra session of congress, the whole reproach connected 
with that measure might rest upon him. 


What! a chairman of the committee of ways and 
means, on this 13th day of February, within two 
weeks of the day of adjournment, here at this last 
hour of his third session as head of that committee, 
to say that he had formed no opinion on the ways and 
means! 

Mr. Fillmore. I said that I had formed no opinion 
independent of what had been reported to us from the 
executive department. 

Mr. Wise. 1 asked the gentleman if he believes 
the statement from the treasury department to be 
correct? 

Mr. Fillmore. I have no means of showing that the 
secretary is incorrect in his statement, and I believe 
him to be an honest man. ! 

Mr. Botts here interrupted and said he must object 
to this process of polling the committee of ways and 
means. 

Mr. Wise continued in angry remark at having 
been unable to elicit an opinion from Mr. Fillmore 
that would be more consonant with his own opinion 
and expressed the belief that the object was to es- 
cape the responsibility of having to report a plan to 
meet a deficit on the Ist January next. 

Mr. Fillmore. I desire to know of the gentleman 
from Virginia whether he believes the report of the 
secretary to be well founded? or whether he has the 
means of knewing that it is false? [Sensation and 
some laughter. ] 

Mr. Wise. 1 will tell the gentleman that I differ 
wholly from the secretary. Has the gentleman got 
an answer? Aftd now I say to the gentleman, will 
you answer my question? Jo you believe in it? It 
isa fair question. J have answered: now come, toe 
the mark. I believe that instead of a surplus of 
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@00 on the Ist January next, there will be ade- 
ficit to that amount or more. I wish to avoid a call- 
ed session, I dread the very name. 

After a few more excited remarks between the 
two gentlemen, Mr. Fillmore concluded the subject 
by announcing that he now understands his (Mr. 
Wise’s) real object to be to pave the way for an extra 
session, and throw its respgnsibility if possible on the 
present congress. Mr. F. said he was much gratifi- 
ed to learn that the gentleman was opposed to a call- 
ed session, because he was understood to speak ac- 
cording to the mind of the administration. M. F. 
did not himself believe in any such necessity. This 
had been the short session; and the committee of 
ways and means had had to examine a double set of 
appropriation bills, and also to consider by what way 

hey might bring in the money formerly squandered, 

id also to devise ways and means to carry through 
1e government to the Ist of January. Whether the 
smmittee had been diligent, or had discharged their 
uty with becoming ability, it was not for him to say; 
sat question he must leave to the house. But if the 
ouse believed with the committee, that it was the 
uty of the treasury department to inform the house 
n subjects of finance, he would call on the gentle- 
1an from Virginia to point toa fact from which the 
ommittee had any reason to doubt that there wonld 
ean abundance of means to carry on the govern- 
aent. Where was it? 

The report rendered on the 15thof December 
howed that we should have revenue enough for the 
rear, and for the next half year also, and thata 
nillion and a half would be still left in the treasury. 
But when some doubts began to arise from the re- 
turns, as the committee had no connexion with the 
executive, they called on the secretary of the treasury 
to know whether he had seen reason to revise his 
former calculations? To estimate the sufficiency of 
our means, we must know, first, what was to be re- 
ceived; and, second, what was to be expended. For 
this information the committee relied on the secreta- 
ry. Butthen let it be remembered that it was in 
the power of an executive so to exhaust the treasury 
as to render it necessary to call an extra session, be- 
cause the money in the treasury was to be expended 
under executive responsibility. The large unex- 
pended balances of former appropriations were un- 
der its control, and they might, if so disposed, spend 
allin this one year, and at once create the necessity 
of acalledsession. But if no more should be spent 
than had been appropriated, he said to the gentlemdn 
from Virginia and to the country that the ways and 
means would be suflicient to meet the wants of go- 
vernment. The government could at will render 
them otherwise. If the resources of the treasury 
should be administered as heretofore, he believed 
they would be adequate. 

As to the instructions moved by the gentleman, 
Mr. F’s only objection to them was that they were 
wholly unnecessary. They seemed, too, to imply 
some censure on the committee; buthe did not see 
that what they had done deserved to call down any 
rebukes from the gentleman; and he doubted not the 
committee would do precisely the same, whether 
thus instructed or not. 

Mr. Wise withdrew his motion to reconsider. 

And then the house adjourned. 

Tuespay, Fes. 14. Exchequer. Mr. Barnard gave 
notice that he should on ‘I‘hursday next, ask the 
house to go into committee of the whole on the state 
of the union, to take up the exchequer bill of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Cushing,) for 
the purpose of considering the substitute which he 
(Mr. B.) had laid before the house. 

District banks. On motion of Mr. Underwood the 


committee on the district, was discharged from fur- 


ther consideration of the bill to extend the charters 
of the banks in the district of Columbia. 

Memorial of Jesse Hoyt. Mr. Barnard of judiciary 
committee moved that it be printed. The house re- 
fused. 
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equality the actual sums paid to western members, 
with those paid to those residing near the seat of 
government. 

Mr. Cushing entered into an argument against the 
policy and propriety of the bill. He thought its ef- 
fect would unsettle the subject forever, and would 
tend also to exclude from the floor of congress any 
put the wealthy. Exact equality of payment is un- 
attainable. 

The hour of 3 having arrived, the committee pro- 
ceeded to vote. 

The amendment of Mr. Holmes by ayes 98, noes 69, 
was agreed to. 

Mr. Mallory moved an amendment limiting the 
amount of mileage to a senator during any session of | 
congress to $300. Assented to. 
Mr. Wise moved to amend the amendment by in-| 
serting as an additional proviso, the following: 
Provided, further, That, besides pay, no senator shall | 
be allowed any ration in kind other than beef, and | 
that roasted, and not exceeding two dollars in cost. 

Mr. Arnold moved to amend the amendment by 

adding, “‘except the guard, who are to receive fore-| 
ign missions after the 4th day of March.” 

Mr. Wise was willing, he said, to accept the modi-| 
fication; but there was an impediment in the way. | 
Nosenator was a member of the guard. | 
The chairman decided that neither of those amend-| 
ments was in order. Numerous amendments were | 
offered, and for the most part rejected, and after 

much confusion the committee rose and reported pro- | 
gress. | 
Mr. Mallory presented a resolution from the select | 
committee on the coast survey providing for the or- | 
ganization of a board under the direction of the! 
president of the United States, in relation to the: 
mode of conducting the coast survey, with a view to 
the reduction of expenditures. 
printed. 





mittee resumed the consideration of the bill number | 
548, being ‘‘a bill to reduce the compensation to the | 
members of the senate, members of the house of re-| 
presentatives of the United States, and to the dele-' 
gates of the territories, and repealing all other laws 
on the subject. 


rejected—a few only were agreed to: 
ments proposed by the select committee were gene- 
rally concurred in. 


port the bill and amendments to the house. 

Mr. Botts moved to strike out the enacting clause. 
The chairman having decided that motion to be 
out of order—Mr. Bolts moved to amend the motion 


Tellers were appointed, and the vote stood: Yeas 
38, noes not counted. So the amendment was re- 
jected. 


amendments to the house. 


tion for mileage from 94 to $6, moved the previous 
question. 

After some conversation— 

Mr. Cushing moved that the bill and amendments 
be Jaid on the table, and asked the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and, being taken, resulted in 
yeas 42, nays 167. 

The question recurring on the demand for the pre- 
vious question, there was a second. 

And the main question (on concurring in the amend- 
ments of the committee of the whole on the state of 
the union, as proposed to be amended, and ordering 
the bill to a third reading) was ordered to be now 


The debate upon the state debts and Mississippi | taken. 


repudiation was then resumed—which is defered to 


our next number. 


The first question was on the amendment of Mr. 
Fillmore, changing the mileage from $4 to $6. The 


Bill No. 548 to reduce the congressional per diem, be- | yeas and nays, being taken, were: yeas 59, nays 145. 


ing the special order of the day, was taken up. 


Many amendments were offered, and much con- 


fusion ensued. 
Mr. Mallory moved a call of the house. 


dodge the bill by such means. 
ed dodging the question. 
call of the house. 

Mr. Holmes said he would go as far in favor of re- 
form as the gentleman from Tennessee. He there- 
fore instead of allowing $8 for every twenty miles 
of travelling, would prefer that the actual travelling 
expenses only should be paid for. The gentleman 
was a great reformer. This proposition will save the 


Mr. Mallory disavow- | and insert: 
The committee refused a | age now allowed by law, to the senators and members 


So the amendment was rejected. 
The next question was on the following substitute 
for the bill, offered by Mr. McKennan, and amended 


Mr. .4r- | in committee: 
nold hoped the gentleman would not undertake to 


Strike out the 2d section, after the enacting clause, 
That in lieu of the daily pay and mile- 


Ordered to be} 


that the bill might have its third reading now. 
And then the house adjourned. 


Wepyespay, Fes. 15. Bill number 548. The com-! Briggs, the vote stood: ayes 128, noes 54. So, two- 


- | 
A vast number of amendments, and some substi- | 
tutes, were offered (occupying the committee in read-. 
ing and disposition thereof, without debate, nearly | Arrington, Atherton, Babcocs, Baker, Beeson, Bidlack, 


three hours) by members, and were for the most part) Bjair, Boardman, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, 


The amend-| 


Mr. Arnold moved that the committee rise and re-!| 


of Mr. Arnold by adding ‘the recommendation of the | 
committee to the house that the bill do not pass.’’— | 


The committee then rose and reported the bill and | 


Mr. Fillmore, after moving to amend the amend-| 
ments of the committee so as to change the compensa- | 


of the house of representatives, each senator, repre-| 
sentative, and delegate shall hereafter be entitled to 
receive eight dollars per day for every day he shall 
be in attendance, and four dollars for every twenty 
miles of travel; and that the mileage in all cases shall 
be estimated or computed by the shortest mail route, 
or according to the last post office book of distances 





treasury $1,900,000, and serve to put more on an 





from the seat of government to the post office nearest 
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to the residence of each senator, representative, and 
delegate, by the most usual route from his residence 
to and from the seat of government, in all cases where 
the session of congress shall continue no longer than 
five months. Ifthe session shall be extended any 
time longer, and not exceeding two months, each se- 
nator, representative, and delegate shall receive six 
dollars per day for the additional time; and if the ses- 
sion shall be protracted longer than seven months, 
each senator and member of the house shall receive 
five dollars per day for the remainder of the session. 
If any senator or member of the house shall be de- 
tained by sickness on his journey to or from the meet- 
ing of congress, or after his arrival at the seat of gov- 
ernment shall be prevented by sickness from atten- 
dance in the senate or house, he shall be entitled to 
the same daily allowance. The president of the se- 
nate pro tem., when the vice president shall be ab- 
sent, or when the office of vice president shall be va- 
cant, shall receive double the daily pay to which he 
is entitled as a senator for every day he shall attend 
the senate. And the speaker of the house of repre- 
sentatives shall receive doublethe daily pay to which 
he is entitled asa representative for every day he shall 
attend the house: Provided, That it shall be the duty 
of each senator and of each representative and dele- 
gate, before his account is settled and certified, to 
state the number of days he has been actually in at- 
tendance in the senate or the house. and also the num- 
ber of days he has been absent, and whether said ab- 
sence has been owing to sickness or otherwise; and 
unless such absence shall have been caused by sick- 
ness of himself or family, or by leave of the senate 
or house, his daily pay for the time when he was 
thus absent without cause shall be deducted from his 
account. 
Which was concurred in. 


Mr. Briggs then moved that the rules be suspended, 
And the question being taken on the motion of Mr. 


thirds voting in the affirmative, the rules were sus- 
pended, and the bill was put on its third reading. 


Mr. Wise demanded the reading throughout; and 
the bill having been read—Mr. Briggs demanded the 
previous question. 

And the main question, “shall this bill pass?” was 
taken, and decided in the affirmative, as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, 


Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Jere- 
'miah Brown, Burke, William O. Butler. Green W. Cald- 
| well, Patrick C. Caldwell, Calhoun, William B. Camp- 
bell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, 
Chapman, Childs, Chiutenden, John C. Clark, Clifford, 
| Coles, Mark A. Cooper, Cowen: Cravens, Crawitord, 
Daniel, Garret Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Deberry, 
Doig, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Fillmore, 
John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, A Law- 


/rence Foster, Gamble, Gates. Gentry. Gerry, Giddings, 
| Gilmer, Patrick G. Goode. Wm. O. Goode, Gordon, 
Graham, Granger, Green, Gwin, Hail, Harris, Hastings, 
Hays, flenry, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hud- 
son, Hunter, James Irvin, Jack, Cave Johnson, John 
W. Jones, Isanc D. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, 
| King, Lewis, Linn, Litdefield, Abraham McClellan, Ro- 
| bert McClellan, McKay. McKennan, McKeon, Mallory, 
Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Samson Mason, John 
''T’sompson Mason, Mathiot, Mathews, Mattocks, May- 
nard, Medill, Meriwether, Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, 
Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Oliver, Osborne, Owsley 
Parmenter, Patridge, Payne, Pendleton, Plumer, Pope, 
| Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Rayner, Read, 
| Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, Ridgway, Rodney, Rogers, 
Roosevelt, William Russell, Jumes M. Russell, Santord, 
Saunders, Sewell, Shepperd, Shields, Slade, Snvder, 
Sprigg, Stanly, Steenrod, Siokely, Stratton, John T. 
Stuart, Summers, Sumter, Sweney, Jacob ‘Thompson, 
Triplett. Trotti, Trumbull, Turney, Underwood, Van 
Buren, Van Rensselaer. Wallace, Warren, Washington, 
Weller, Wes:brook, Thomas W. Williams, Joseph L. 
| Williams, Yorke, Aug. Young—166, 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Landsff W. Andrews, 
Aycrigg, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Black, Botts, 
Bowne, William Butler, John Campbell, Clinton, Col- 
quit, Cranston, Cross, Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Hal- 
istead, Hloward, Hunt, Charlés J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. 
Ingersoll, William W. Irwin, John P. Kennedy, Lane, 
Lowell, ‘Thomas F. Marshall, Maxwell, Miller, Pearce, 
Pickens, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Salconstall, 
Alex. H. H. Stuart, Taliaferro, Richard W. Thornp- 
ison, Tillinghast, Toland, Ward, Watterson, Edward D. 
White, Joseph L. White, Winthrop, Wise, Wood, Joha 
Y onng—48. 

So the bill was passed. 


Mr. Moore, of Louisiana, moved a reconsideration 
of the vote, and demanded the previous question.— 
There was asecond. The main question was or- 
dered; and, being taken, the vote was not reconsi- 
dered. 

The bill having been slightly amended as to the 
title, was sent to the sénate for concurrence. The 
house adjourned. 
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Bang Irems. An‘act has passed the legislature of 
Maryland, reaacing the nominal capital stock, of several 
of the banks of the state to their actual capital. ‘The 
motive On the part of the banks, was to save themselves 
from payment of the bonus to the siate for the difference 
on renewal of their charters. The Farmers’ and Pianters’ 
bank 1s thus relieved of the payment of $15,000; the Ci- 
uizens’ bauk of $7,000, and the Chesapeake bank of 
$6000. 

The Farmers’ and Millers’ baak of Washiugton coun- 
ty hasexploded. It had very little credit at any time. 

~ U.S. bank notes are quoted at 50 in New York. 

‘The banks of New Orleans and S:. Louis are getting 
saucy. They will not have specie, unless it is of the stamp 
and size to please them. ‘The St. Louis papers tell us 
that the said banks have now nearly $30,000 on hand in 
ten cent pieces! The directors have passed resolutions 
to refuse to receive on general deposite or in payment, 
: ie quarters. bits, or picayunes; (quarters, levies, or 

ips.) 

The Huntsville, Alabama branch bank, is to go into 
liquidation. The bill so directing passed the senate of 
Alabama by a vote of 48 to 45. 

A resvlution has been introduced into the Alabama le- 
gislature, proposing toamend the coustitution of the state 
s) as tu prolibit the legislature lurever hereafter from 
cuartering a bank. If the mover desire to accomplish 
his object, he should not only include fiscal agents—ex- 
chequer and every other term in or out of the language, 
that may be appropriated to the like purpose, but also be 
sure to inhibit the making of any new term that would 
answer the same purpose. Statesmen have been mighty 
cunning ever since the world began. 


Banxrurts. About 2,200 persons in the state of Ken- 
tucky have taken the benefit of the bankrupt law. 


Banxrurt Law. The question of the constitution- 
ality of tae bankrupt law, it was supposed would be con- 
clusively decided by the supreme court of the United 
States at its present session. In this expectation the pub- 
lic will be disappointed. The case brought up trom 
Kentucky the supreme cuurt refuse to take cognizance 
of, as it was a mere profound difference between the 
district and the circuit court, or some such technical diffi- 
culty, on which the opinions leave the question of con- 
stituuionality pretty much where it was. ‘the Missoun 
case was reuutted on the ground of informality. 


Henry Cuay, after spending some time with highly 
esteemed personal friends in Louisiana, and attending to 
a case in supreme court of that state, On which occa- 
sion it is stated that he made a very able speech,took leave 
of them on the 2d inst. and reached Mobile, where : 
he was received with every demonstration of affection 
by persons of all political parties. Gov. Gaye headed 
the;committee of reception and an immense mass of the 
community, and cordially welcomed Mr. Clay with an 
appropriate address. A public paraae, discharges of ar- 
tillery, Hags hoisted in all directions, &c. &c. . 

In reply to an invitation from persons of all parties to 
extend his visit as far as Charleston, S. C., Mr. Clay ex- 
pressed his regret that pressing personal engagements 
vbliged him tu forego the pleasure it would afford him to 
du so. 

Corton Irems. The generalestimates of the crop are 
now 2,350,000 bales, viz—New Orleans 1,000,000, Mo- 
bile 500,000, Florida 150,000, and Adantic borders 700,- 
UU bales. 

‘The last accounts from India go far to remove the ap- 
prehension of the present cotton crop there interfering 
materiaily with ours in urope. ‘The season was unpro- | 
pitious. The American plan of planting had disappoint. | 
ed their hopes, and was not adapted to their climate and 
sul. 

The largest cargo that ever cleared at the Charleston 
custoin house, was on board the Br. ship United King- 
dom, capt. Estrelby, viz—3,533 bales cotton, 25 bbls, tal- 
low, and 11 bales dry goods. (Charleston Patriot. 

At New York there is a fair demand, and prices firmer. | 

At Charleston the sales of the week ending 11th inst. 
amounted to 9,000 bags, at slight reduction; prices rang- 
ing from 4} to 8} for Upland, and 13 to 34 for Sea Is- 
land. 

Liverpool dates of 19th December, say, during the 
last rwo days 13,000 bales were sold—prices unchanged, 
but holders anxious to sell. 

Larest—by the North America. Liverpool, January 
Sih. Sales of the week ending the 6th—23,970 bales; 
imports 9.581 bales. Prices 8; to 12d; 7,060 Uplands 3; 
to di; 10400 New Orleans 4 to7. 3,800 bales Ameri- 
can taken on speculation. Markets healthy—demand 
sieady. : 

Camreacny, was still beseiged by the Mexicans at the 
Jast dates from there. A force of 1,500 men and women 
liad started from Vera Cruiz, to join the besiegers. ‘The 
nglish commander of the war sicamer Montezuma, 
resigned and had left the Mexican service. ‘The Mexi- 
can forces, were said to be sickly, dispirited, and dis- 
persing. An intercepted letter gave the Yucatanians in- | 
formauon that it was a treasonable action of general 
Lewus, their commander-in-chief, by which the Mext- 
cans obtained the Yucatan fleet at Laguna, and also one 
of the eminences near the city of Cainpeachy, now oc- 
cupied by their forces. Lemas fled. 

Deatus during the last week in the city of New York, 
126, of which 21 were by consumption. In Philadelphia, 
122, of which 44 were under twe years of age, and 15 


| 





were of consumption. 








_In Washington, D. C. 53 deaths only are reported du- 
ring the month of January, of which 14 were under two 
years, 5 were of consumption. 


Tue Eartuquake felt in Washington and Baltimore 
on the morning of the 8th instant, was noticed also at 
Raleigh, North Carolina; Charleston, and Columbia, 8. 
Carolina; Savannah, Georgia. 

Captain Tecklenberg, of the Bremen ship Emma, at 
New York, reports that on the 16th January at 16 A. 
M. in lattitude 34 44, longitude 34 5, he experienced three 
Carine vibrations, like earthquakes,gwhich lasted for 20 
seconds. 


Exections took place in Massachusetts on the 13th 
instant, in the 2d, 3d, 4th, Sth, and 6th congressional 
districts in which no choice was effected at the previous 
general election. The returns’ so far as received, none 
yet complete, induce us to believe that Mr. Parmen- 
ter, (Van Buren), is elected in the 4th, and Baker, (whig), 
in the 6th, and that no choice has been made in the other 
three districts. 


Excuances. New York on London 5a53; on France 
5 45; Philadelphia, Baltimore, Charleston, Augusta, Sa- 
vanuah and New Orleans, is down at } to § of one per 
cent. On Virginia | a1}; North Carolina 15; Cincin- 
nati 13; Apalachicola 15 a 2; Louisville 3; St. Louis 
13.02; Nashville 35. It1ts with Alabama that exchange 
is most feverish. ‘l'‘uscaloosa 20; Mobile and Montgo- 
mery 25a 35; Union, (Florida) 65. ‘Treasury notes } al 
premium. 


Frour. At Boston fair brands 4 62 a 4 75; at New 
York 4; at Philadelphia 3 75a 3 873; at Baltimore 3 56; 
at Alexandria 3 30; wagon prices at Cincinnati 2 59. 

The inspections of the week in Baltimore consisted of 
755 barrels and 31 haif barrels. 


LIspENARD EsTATE. The trial of a case was com- 
menced before the supreme courtof the city of New 
York, in which Helen Sophia Lispenard and others are 
plainuffs, and Robert Stewart is defendant, which in- 
volves the right of Mr. Stewart to the immense Lispen- 
ard estate, situated in Canal and adjacent streets, and 
worth about $6,000,000, there being over 800 lots, with 
buiidings—manv of them very valuable. 


Mormons. A late number of the Nauvoo Wasp, con- 
tains an account of four cargoes, amounting in all to 
801 emigrants—“‘Latter Day Saints” having sailed from 
Liverpool for that region. Elder Orson Hyde had re- 
turned from his pilgrimage to Jerusalem, and was now 
occupied in translating Mormon books, &c into the Ger- 
man language. 


It is stated that Smith has sent out a number of hand. 
some females to preach his doctrine—and convert men 
into Latter Day Saints. 


Mitverism. William Miller the founder if not the pro- 
phet ot this new sect, in a letter to his brother Himes 
dated Philadelphia, February 4th, 1843, explains his be- 
lief to be that the Messiah wil! again come in person to 
this earth some time between the 2Ist March 1843, and 
the 2lst March, 1844. He insists that he has never in 
twenty-three years preached any other time, or fixed 
any specific month, day, or hour, nor even had a mis- 
take in, his reckoning up. He states that he owes no man 
any thing—that he has expended $2,000 of his own in 
last twelve years, promulgating what he cousidered to be 
the truth—that he has a wife and eight children, all be- 
lievers in his faith—ihey live on a small farm in New 
Hampshire, N. Y. 

Mr. M. had very crowded assemblages to listen to him 
last week in one of tie largest rooms in Philadelphia, 
but much confusion occurred, and he left the city. We 
have strange accounts Of the eflects of his doctrine upon 
folks to the east. 


Mexico. Orders have been issued, says a letter from 
Vera Cruiz, dated 25th January, for enlisting 24,000 men 
in the several departments, to be in readiness by Ist of 
March for the invasion of ‘Texas, fur which extensive 
preparauious are making. 


Poromac Aquepucr. J.J. Abert, colonel of the corps 
of Topographical Engineers, in his late report to the se- 
cretary of war, states that the aqueduct across the Poto- 
mac, which continues the Chesapeake and Ohio canal 
to Alexandria, is in such a state of forwardness that no 
doubt is entertained that the water may be let into it du- 
ring this year. ‘Ihe whole of the piers and abutmeuts 
have been completed; also the frame work to sustain the 
canal trunk. 


RETRENCHMENT. A committee of the Massachusetts 
house of representatives, have reported in favorof re- 
ducing the salary of the governor irom $3,666 to $2,500; 
of ‘he chief justice of the supreme court from $3,500 to 
$3,000; associate justices from $3,000 to $2,500; &c., 
&c. ‘The aggregate reduction proposed, is about 30,000 
dollars. 

A bill has passed the legislature of Arkansas, reducing 
the salary of the governor to $1,800, secretary of state to 
$600; treasurer and auditor to $800 each; supreme 
judges to $1,500, and circuit judges to $1,000 per year; 
and the daily pay of the members of the legislature to 


Bills have been reported in the Maryland house of de- 
legates which propose to reduce the salaries of all the 
officers ot the state. The report from the retrenching 
committee is accompanied by a statement, according to 
which, if their project be adopted, present expenses of 
government to the amount of $88,615 will be reduced to 
$13,600.. Nay, they propose to be able to suve the state 


a 
$76,365 by their project. Of this sum $30,000 is to come 
out of the clerks and registers, and $10,000 by abolishing 


the colonization tax. 


Sreciz. On the 29th ult. $60,000 was landed at New 
Orleans from Havre, and $70,000 from Liverpool. 

During the week ending the 10th inst. $115,000 were 
received at Savannah. 


The present rate of exchenge affords quite handsome 
profits—say nearly three pex cent. on shiprnents of specie 
from England to this country—a thing that can be repeat. 
ed every 45 days 

The New York papersare actually complaining of the 
abundance of money there—for which no employment 
they say can be found. es 


Soctery Isnanps. Letters from Mr. Blackner, Amori- 
can consul, dated Tahiti, ith September, says that the 
French admiral, Dupetit Thouars, arrived there on the 
8th, and made a demand on the Tahitians of the sum of 
$10,000, in reparation for abuses, and _as a guaranty for 
their future adherence to treats. They immediately 
entered into negotiations for the surrender of the sover. 
eigniy of the island. Four of the chiefs on the 9th sign. 
ed a paper to that effect, but the queen has refused to 
sign it. At the last date, the question of acknowledg- 
ment of the sovereignty of France was supposed to be 
settled, as alt demonstrations of hostility had ceased, bu 
the French flag was not yet hoisted. The La Reine 
Blanche was at Tahiti. 


Sreampoar Irems. The Crescent City, with a full car. 
go of 1.500 bales of cotton, strack a snag near the lower 
Peach Tree, Alabama river, on the Ist ist, and sunk. 
The cotton will be saved without much damage, as also 
about $27,000 in specie that was on board, but some deck 
passengers and hands were severely scalded by steam 
pipes breaking by the shock, 


TarirF pocrrine. Mr. McDuffie in a speech in the 
U.S. senate on the 13th inst., asserted, that “The many. 
factures of England when brought in exchange for cot- 
ton, were as much the property of the exporter of the 
cottou, as was the cotton exported. 


If Sir Robert Peel will now assert in the British pariia- 
ment, that American tobacco is just as much the pro- 
perty of the British manufacturer who ships his wares 
here to pay for it, as is the commodity he ships, we shall 
exactly square the yards with them on that tack. Andas 
soon as his lordship will carry a bill through parliament 
predicated upon that assumption—in relation to Ameri- 
can productions, or offer a fair treaty with us upon that 
basis, the way Mr. McDuffie will find the Americans 
toeing the mark with those who go the farthest towards 
“Free Trade” in good earnest and good faith, will do his 
heart good,—but, tll then,—give us no more humbugs. 
For ten years they have had all the*Free Trade,” and 
Americans have quietly submitted to all their restrictions, 
till broad ruin was brought by this turn of affairs over 
the whole land 


THE VETO IN CERTAIN casEs. The legislature of Ar 
kansas receutly passed a bill to direct payment of their 
own per diemin specie. Gov. Yell sent the bill back ve- 
toed—his objections being, that other officers of govern- 
ment were compelled to receive current notes and he 
knew not why there should be a distinction in favor of 
members of the legislature. They were by no means 
convinced however, and passed the bill by a constitution: 
al majority, and his veto notwithstanding. 


N. P. Wits has become part proprietor of the Bro- 
ther John, and will hereafter be its sule and permanent 
editor. 


Rep River. A flood, ten feet higher than thatof 
1840, and higher than any known to the present inhabr 
tants, has swept over the banksof this stream and done 
immense damage. More than a mile of new raft has 
already been formed by it, obstructing the navigation. 
Many lives have been lost, and much stock. Between 
5 and 600 bales of cotton floated off. 





Srocxs. New York 7’s have gone up to 1043; New 
York city 5’s 875; Kentucky bonds 87; Ohio 6’s 68; Ill 
inois bonds 203; Indiana 2132224. 

A N. York paper says, “we copied a paragraph some 
days since from ‘Thompson’s Bank Note Reporter, stat 
ing that the heavy holders of discredited state stocks 
were corresponding with each other, collecting the opt 
ions of the ablest lawyers in the country, with a view to 
instituting suits against the states, and against individual 
citizens, on dishonored state bonds, and that they had 
sentan agent to England. It is now said in a morning 
paper that John A. Parker, formerly president of the 
Wool Growers’ bank, is that agent.” 

At Philadelphia—Pennsylvania 6's 48}; Philadelphia 
5’s 92; at Baltimore—Maryland 6's 43; 5’s 35; Baltimore 
city 6’s 79. 


Tue Jews. The restoration of the family of Israel 
seems to be going on, In Hamburg there are said to be 
7000 of the tribe. ‘The senate of that city have adopted 
a law, allowing an Israelite henceforth to hold real estate 
and to reside in any part of the republic. Heretofore 
they were restricted to a certain section. 


Tue Triapetpuia Corron Facrory, in Montgomery 
county, Maryland, was burnt down last week. Ovet 
one hundred persons are thereby thrown out of employ: 
mentin the dead of winter. 


The American Mediterranean squadron has been re 
moved from its old station,,Port Mahon, to Genoa, mor¢ 
remote; without, it is said, any apparent equivalent. 
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